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ECP-The report made to the N. York convention by 
the committee on the mann‘actures of iron and steel, was 
published as an ADDENDU M to the present volume of 
the ReGisTER, and we now forward a whole sheet of 
other reports to be added to that—and next weck ex- 
pect to issue another sheet that will conclude the repos 
on sugar, and get-in all the rest of the reports which 
have passed through the hands of the executive com- 
mittee, 


SI’ We continue the debate on Mr. Van Buren’s 
nomination, and regret our inability to conclude it—tor 
every body will desire to see the whole discussion and 
all persons want it for reference; not because of any in- 
trinsic importance in the matter itself or the object of it, 
but on account of the high prevailing excitement among 
political parties, and the general discussions or proceeds | 
ings that will follow the rejection by the senate. We 
now publish the speeches of Messrs, Smith, Poindexr- 
ter, Forsyth, Frelinghuysen and Moore, and have yet 


on hand those of Messrs. .Warcy, Ewing, Miller, Web- 
ster, (2d speech), Brown and Jfayne. Wt more are not 
furnished, we shall conclude the debate in our next, 
none of them being very long, except Mr. Miller’s.* 

A very curious fact is stated by Mr. Poindexter—that 
Mr. Van Buren was fixed upon as the snecessor of Nir. | 
McLane, before the dissolution of the old cabinet. 





PROCEEDINGS OF TILE SENATE, 
ON THE NOMINATION OF MARTIN VAN BUREN 
Remarks of Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Smith had spoken in the debate on the nomination of Mar- 
tin Van Buren several times. The whole of his remarks are, 
however, embraced in the following speech: 

Mr. President,—I have said, ‘‘that the secretary of state is not! 
responsible for instructions given by order of the president” 
that the president is the only responsible person Anown to the | 
constitution. In England, agreeably to its constitution, the king 
can do no wrong, and his advisers are held responsible to par- 
liament. Our constitution is different, as L understand it. ‘The | 
law which created the state department im 1789, is that ander 
which every secretary has acted, and must continue to act. 
This law says, “the secretary for foreign affairs shall perform 
and execute such duties as shall from time to time be enjoined on, or 
entrusted to him, by the presidenc of the United States, (agreea- 
bly to the constitution), relative to correspondences, commis 
sions or instructions wo or with public ministers or consuls 
from the United States, or to negotiate with public ministers 
from foreign states or princes; and furthermore, that the said 
principal officer, (secretary of state), shall conduct the busine $8 
of the said department, in such manner as the president of the 
United States shall, from time to time, ‘forder or instruct.” 

Such, Mr. President, is the law. ‘The secretary can do no act 
without the direction of the president, and whatever he directs, 
(if agreeably to the constitution), the secretary, under the oath | 


he takes, must perform. What is the oath? “Well and faithfally | 
to execute the trust committed to him.’ What is that trust? 
Obedience to the instructions of the president in all cases where 
the constitution is not to be violated. 

I have, Mr. President, been thirty-nine years in congress, and 
this is the first oceasion I have ever heard any other construction 
seriously urged, than, “that the instructions given to ministers 
abroad are the act of the president.” All the imstractions, I re- 
member, commence thus—"*I am instructed by the president to | 
give you the following views, &e. &e.,” or words to that effect. 
1 well remember a case in point, which transpired while I wasin! 
congress more than thirty years past. L was called from my seat | 
by the then seeretary of the navy: he asked me what the house ) 
of representatives were doing. I replied, that they were discuss- | 
ing the report of Mr. Pickering. Do the house consider it as 
the report of the president, or the secretary of state? It is con-| 
sidered as the act of the president, who sent it, and how could | 
it otherwise be considered? 1 come, said the secretary, from Mr, | 
Adams, to request you to say, that he disavows it, aud trusts that | 
the house will consider it as the act of Mr. Pickering, and not as | 
his (Mr. Adams’) act. I returned into the house of representa- 
tives, and in the debate, took occasion to comment upon the re- 








* We have also a second speech of Mr. Clay, in reply to Messrs, | 


Forsyth and Smith. It would have beew preferred as a rep/y, 
had it heen received in time. 
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port, as severely as the report reflected upon Mr. Gerry for re- 


| Malone in France. L was ealled to order three times. I then 
asked the speaker in whet respect I was out of order. He rephi- 
ed, “you must consider the report os the act of the president; 
for the executive had made it his by 


‘ is by sending it to the house.”* 
I answered, that the prend nt disavowed it, and therefore I could 
not treat the reportas the president's. I took my seat. An ap- 
peal from the speaker’s decision was had, and the vote of the 
house, sustained the opinion of the speaker, by a large majority; 
thus estaublishiog. that the president was re sponsible, and not the 
s:Cretary, for acts done under Lis authority. Io the case before 
ts, the president gave his directions; the instruetions were put into 
form by the secretary—the president read and approved them, 
and they were delivered 10 Mr. MeLane. How do we know 
but that the paragraph which has offended the delicate sensibili- 
ties of gentlemen, had been actually dictated by the president? 
Ido not think it at all improbable, and if so, is it not an act of 
gross injustice to make Mr. Van Buren responsible for it? ‘The 
paragraphs so frequently alluded to in debate, are substantially 
true. IL admit, they might as well have been omitted. Some 
one had said, that he “did not belicve that general Jackson had 
ever read the instructions’ Litthe does thet senator know the 
president, if he believes so. I can aszure that senator, that the 
president read, and carefully too, the instructions to Mr. McLane, 
and approved of them.* I wish that senator would converse with 
the president upon any of our national affairs, and he will eer- 
president is as well, and lL imight say, better 
informed than himself, on any thing cone in any, o¢ alt of the 
departments, and on a'l matters relating to our foreign affairs. 
At least, I have found him so—in all matters,as well. and in some 
much better informed than lam. He is known by his friends 
to be farticularly well informed in every thing unat relates to our 
foreign relations. 

A senator from Maine [Mr. Holmes] has said that “Mr. MeLane 
was sent to buw and cringe at the feet of the British minister.” 
That senator knows litth of Mr. McLane! ‘What! a tative 
American, the son of a cistinguished officer of the revolution, 
bow and cringe at the feet of any man? I can assure that sena- 


tor that Mr. MeLane is net made of such pliant materials. No, 


a4 


sir; Mr. McLane came tathe point at ene 
wastight. He setup no silly pretensions 


‘ 


ee He asked for what 

He frankly demanded 
Phe ministry tried to, avoid a nego- 
tiation as they did with Mr. Gallatin. But, siv, his firmness and 


| frankness conquered the reluctance ef the ministry to enter into 


anegoetiation. He convinced them, that they had departed from 


a rigid construction of the act of parliament of July, 1825, in the 
cases of France, Russia, and Spain; they could not, therefore, in 


Justice, he asserted, refuse a similar departure. in the demand of 


equal justice to the 


United States. He frankly told them that 
he had come f 


x the sole purpose of opening the colonial trade, 
and that if not induleed in a negotiation, he would return home, 
Cail you this, bowing and cringing et the feet of the British 
ministry? Is there any cringing in the despatches of Mr. 
McLane? No one will say there is. ‘Che truth is, Mr. President, 
and it ought to be known to the people, that the front of the 
offence is, the negotiation has completely succeeded under the in- 
structions given by Mr. Van Buren, and as completely failed un- 
der those of another—a crime that never can be forgiven by the 
opponents of general Jackson. They will never pardon him for 
his succeeding in all the negotiations, in which the preceding ad- 
ministration had completely failed. For instance, the late ad- 


| ministration had attempted and failed, in all the following im- 


portant objects, namely: inthe elaims on Franec; in the opening 
of the Black Sea to our commerce; in making a treaty with 


| Mexico; in obtaining from Colombia a reduetion of the duties on 


our produce and manufactures, and in equalizing the duties 
charged on our trade, with those charged to England. In all 
these matters, there was a complete failure by the one, and com- 
plete success by the other administration. ‘Lhe successful nego- 
tiations were under the instructions of Mr. Van Buren. How, 
then, can Mr. Van Buren be pardoned by those who had failed? 
it is true, that the convention with Denomark and Brazils for 
seizures, had been closed, or nearly so, when the present ad- 
ministration came jnto office. Peyment by Sweden was effeeted 
by Mr. Connell, the agent of the claimants, without @ny instruc- 
tions having been reeeived by the charge des aflaives. ‘The 





* Since the above speech was delivered, I have seen and con- 


_ versed with the president, and have been authorized to say, 


that the objectionable paragraphs alluded to in the debate, were 
dictated by him to Mr. Van Buren—that they were his act, and 
not the act of Mr. Van Buren;” and I have been subs: quently 
informed, by a senator from Tennessee, that prior to his leaving 
home, to assume his station in the senate, the president had told 
him, that he (gen. Jacksos) would, on all oceasrons of conse- 


quchee, require the opinion of his cabinet im writing, thus (as 
' 


the senator understood him) dispensing with cabmet meetings. 
The fact, then, of not calling his cabinet together, was the press 
dent's owt) act, and not in conse qucnee ot the advisement of 
Mr- Van Buren, as has been so repeatcdly affirmed. 
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charge acted, he told me, as a private friend of the agent, and 
succeeded. 
[The senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay), in a subsequent 


speech on this subject, remarked, that he had himself instructed 


Mr. Uughes, the charge des affaires to Sweden, to attend to the 
claims of our merchants against Sweden, and that the senator 
from Maryland,(Mr. Smith>, was either mistaken or misinformed. 
Mr. Smith made no reply; but addressed a note to the secretary 


of state for infurmation, whether Mr. Clay, when secretary of 


state, had ever given the instructions, which he asserted had 
been given by him to Mr. Hughes. The reply of the secretary of 
state, contradicts the averment of Mr. Clay on this point.—Sce 
note.] 


Whe senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay), has charged Mr. 
McLane with having done injury to the navigating interest, by 
the opening of the St. Lawrence, and the northern ports, to our 
free intercourse—thus transferring, as he said, the carrying of 
the produce of Michigan, Indiana, Ohiv, New York, Vermont, 
and Maine, to British ships, which would otherwise have been 
carried by our own ships. I believe the farmers of those states 
do not complain. They know that their produce sold in Mon- 
treal, is received there free of duty, and is carried to England, 
Ireland, and the West Indies, as if it were the produce of Cana- 
da. It is of little importance to them who is the earrier, pro- 
vided they get an additional market, and a better price for their 
produce. F meaneh, Mr. President, that 1 cannot give the credit 
of that important actto Mr. McLane. He, however, had nothing 
to do with it. It formed no part of his arrangement. ‘The 
opening of that intercourse, for certain articles of our produce, 
had been done gratuitously by the British government in 1826, 
prior even to the attempt at negotiation by Mr. Gallatin. Now 
that act must have been known. It eould not fail to have been 
known to the senator, (Mr. Clay], then the secretary of state. 
Why, then, does he now charge it as a fault committed by Mr. 
MeLane, who had no mure to do with it than the man in the 
moon? Nor had Mr. McLane any thing to do with the act of 
Great Britain, passed subsequently to the arrangement made by 
him; by which act, other articles of our produce are admitted 
free of duty into the northern colonies, aud from thence are re- 
ceived in England and the West Ladies, as if they were the pro- 
duce of the Canadas. ‘The senator (Mr. Ciay), complains that 
the produce of our farmers, bordering on Canada, is re ceived in 
England on equal terms with those of Canada, thus giving a 
pew market to a part of their articles, without which other mar- 


kets might be overstucked. ‘Lhe senator (Mr. Clay) bas truly | 


said, that the wheat of the states bordering on the Canadas, pass 
jnto Canada, is there ground, and the flour shipped to British 
orts, as if it were the produce of the wheat of Canada. ‘This 
yas been the spontaneous act of Great Britain, adopted for her 
own interest, and is most certainly bighly beneficial to our far- 
mers. An immense number of sheep, hogs, horses, and cattle 
are driven annually from Maine to Quebec, and New Brunswick. 
The farmers and graziers of Maine differ in opinion with the 


to believe, that their free intercourse with Lower Canada, and 
New Brunswick, is highly beneficial to them. Whether the in- 
tercourse with the British North American colonies be beneficial, 


or whether it be injurious, the present administration, nor Mr. | 
MeLane had little part in it. It had been effected, in part, be- | 


fore the arrangement was concluded, and soon after for another | 
part. It formed, as I have previously said, no part of the ar- 
rangement with Great Britain, and this fact must have been 
known to by the senator, (Mr. Clay), for he then acted as secre- 
tary of state. We have for nearly half a century been claiming | 
the free navigation of the St. Lawrence as a natural right. It 

has at length been gratuitously conceded to us by Great Britain, | 
and now the senator from Kentucky, ( Mr- Clay), complains of it | 

vance. 

© or anne. (Mr. Clay), also complains that the instructions 
state, “that the late admmunistration had avandoned certain pre-- 
tensions.” The senator admits that these pretensions bad been | 
waived. The senator trom Georgia, (Mr. Forsyth), has contend: | 
ed that there is no diflerence in substance between these words. 
I leave this grave question to be settled by those learned sena- | 
tors, and will proceed to show what those pretensions were, and 
which, I can hardly restrain myself from pronouncing, were 
puerile in the extreme. ' 

During the session of 1822, congress was informed, that an 
act was pending in parliament, for the opening of the cvlonial 
ports to the commerce of the United States. In consequence, au } 
act passed, authorising the president, in case the act of parlia- 
ment was satisfactory to him, to open the ports of the United 
States to British vessels, by his proclamation. ‘The act of parlia- | 
ment was deemed satisfactory, and a proclamation was accordingly 
issued, and the trade commenced. | nfortunately for our com- 
merce, and 1 think, contrary to justice, a treasury circular issued, 
directing the collector to charge British vessels entering our | 
ports, with the alien tonnage and discriminating duties. This 
order was remonstrated against, (1 think), by Mr. Vaughan. Vhe 
trade, however, Went on uninterrupted. Congress met, and a bill | 
was drafted in 1823, by Mr. Adams, then secretary of state, and 

sed both houses, with little, if any debate—I voted for it, be- 
ieving that it met, in a spirit of reciprocity, the act of parliament. 
Thir bill contained, however, one little word, “elsewhere,” which 
com pletely defeated all our expectations. It was noticed by no one. 
The senator from Massachusetts,(Mr. Webster), may have under- 
stood its effect. If he did so understand it, he was silent. The 
effect of that word “elsewhere” was to assume the pretensions 
alluded to in the instructions. What were they? “That the pro- 
duce of the United States should be received in the West Indies, 
on payment of che same duties, as were payable on the produce 
of the North American colonies.” The British minister said, “as 
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senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Clay), and are really so szm/pile, as | 


| 
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well might we ask that our sugar should be received free of duty 
as is the sugar of Louisiana.”’ ' 

The result was, that the British government shut their colonig! 
ports immediately, and thenceforward. The act of 1822, gaye us 
a monopoly of the West India trade. It admitted free o duty 
@ variety of articles, such as:—Indian corn, oats, Indian meaj 
pease, beans, &e. &e. &e. ; 

The British government thought, that we entertained a heli. 
that they could not do without our produce, and by their acts of 
27th June, and 5th July 1825, they opened their ports to all the 
world, ou terms far less advantageous to the United States, than 
those of the act of 1822; and these are the pretensions which the 
instructions say, had been abandoned, by the late administration, 
They were abandoned, Mr. President, by the following words jn 
the instructions to Mr. Gallatin:—“That the United States consent 
to waive the demand which they have heretofore made of the ad- 
mission of their productions into British colonies, at the same and 
no higher rate of duty, as similar articles are ehargeable With, 
when imported from one into another British colony, with the 
exception of our produce descending the St. Lawrence and the 
Sorel.” Now, sir, whatever difference there may be between the 
words “waiver,” and “abandonment” in common parlance, it is in 
this case, a complete abandonment in diplomatic language. What 
a simple truth, is after all, the great ground of objection? It js 
this—Mr. McLane has made an arrangement conformably to the 
preceding instructions from Mr. Adams to Mr. Gallatin. Hin cille 
lacryme. 


The dissolution of the late cabinet, Mr. President has been 
charged upon Mr. Van Buren; and what is there at home or abroad 
that we have not heard charged to him? The elder Adams changed 
all his cabinet except the secretary of the navy. ‘The change 
was approved by the democratic party, and disapproved by the 
aristocracy ef the day. A change of the cabinet is, therefore, 
nothing new. We now grieve and lament over the late change, 
and yet never was a cabinet more traduced than the late one, by 
the whole body of the opposition throughout the union. The 
cabinet certainly was such an one, as did not meet the views or 
, approbation of the friends of the administration. They regretted 
in silence the selections which the president had made. The 
gentlemen selected were honest and honorable men. They wer: 
my political friends, and, I may say, some of them were my per- 
sonal intimates. ‘Their dismissal has done nu barm to the nation. 
‘The new cabinet is, (Ll believe), more acceptable to afl parties. 
The members of it, are known to be competent to the special 
duties of their several departments, and equally so, as advisers in 
the great affairs of the netion. Whatisit to the people whether 
A, B, C, or D, be at the head of affairs? All the people ask, is, 
that their duties be well performed, and that they act in harmony. 
But the present president has held no cabinet councils for two 
years,and Mr. Van Buren is charged as being the adviser of the pre- 
sident to that course—Is this mode new? Lthink not. I think that 
gen. Washington beld no cabinet council, during the first two years 





| of his administration,and I remember well, a discussion in strong 


terms, against the president’s holding them, on the ground of their 
being unconstitutional. I think that general Jackson was at that 
time a member of congress,and perhaps he then imbibed the opi- 
nion, that, cabinet councils were not conformable with the con- 
stitution, Reasoning thus, 1 must believe, that the not assembling 
his cabinet was Ais own act, and not in consequence of the repre- 
sentations of Mr. Van Buren. The unpardonable crime of this 
gentleman has always been, that the president bas great confidence 
in his talents and abilities, which all will admit, he pusscsses, in an 
eminent degree. 

‘Lhe senator from Mass. (Mr. Webster), says, that “instructions 
shewing a difference of opiniun in the dominant party, with that of 
the defeated party, had never been given by any government.” I 
ask, Mr. President, on what ground docs the senator make that as- 
sertion? Few nations, if any, except our own, have ever published 
their instructions to their ministers—We, therefore, cannot know 
what has been done, But. I hardly think it possible that such 
instructions never have been given. ‘They are natural, and were tor 
Mr. McLane alone, and never shewn by him toany person. But, 
I infer trom Mr. Hartley’s language to our commissioners at Paris, 
when treating for a peace, that he must have had some such in- 
structions, as he would not otherwise have talked of change of 
ministry, as holding out a fairer prospect, of ultimately leading to 
a general peace. 

Mr. Van Buren has also been charged, with being the father 
of what has been improperly called the “proscriptive system:"— 
or in other, and more appropriate language, “the removal from 
office.”” Where is the proof? None ean be produced:—all is 
surmise and conjecture. Iact on no such ground. When an as- 
sertion such as this is made, I want proof of its being well found- 
ed. But I absolutely deny the charge, and will offer unques- 
tionable proof of the correctness of the denial—The charge cannot 
possibly be substantiated, unless the senator who made it, can 
satisfy this senate, that Mr. Van Buren could be at Albany and 
Washington at one and the same time. I will simply state the 
facts. Mr. Van Buren was at Albany acting as governor of the 
state of New York when the extra session of tlie senate met on 
the 4th March, 1829. I think he, (Mr. V. B.] was nominated on 
the 5th of March. At this extra session of the senate, seventy five 
officers were appointed, principally to fill vacancies oceasioned by 
removals from office. Of these officers Mr. Van Buren could 
know nothing. The advisers to this course, if there were any, 
were the members of the cabinet then present. Mr. Van Bureo 
could know but few of those removed, or of those appointed. 
well remember that I saw Mr. Van Buren in Baltimore after my 
return home, and therefore conclude that it must have been at 
least a month between the time of his appointment, and his ar- 
rival at Washington. 1 think, Mr. President, that I have proved 
that Mr. Van Buren could not bave been the father of what 
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is i operly called the “proscriptive system;”’—a system adopt- 
ve come of the states of this union both before, and after this 
administration came into office. For myself, I am opposed to re- 
moval trom office for Jopinions declared, But, sir, 1 would re- 
move any officer, who made use of his office to force inferiors to 
act contrary to their wishes. I would remove every postmaster, 
who had been known to frank the “coffin handbills,” or any 
other abusive papers of either of the candidates. Few removals 
of consequence have been made in Maryland. I think feur in 
Baltimore, Where the most important offices are—One of these 
removais L regretted—It proceeded from the best feelings of the 
rt. 
a I finish my remarks, Mr. President, I will notice what 
passed between the then secretsry of state, (Mr. Clay), and my- 





self, in relation to the act of parliament of July 1825. 1 first saw | 


a copy of that actin Baltimore, and mentioned it to the secretary. 


He said that he had the act in his possessiun, and handed it to | 


me. I asked him, whether the terms proposed were satisfactory ? 


He said that he considercd they were all we could ask. J then | 


observed why not issue a proclamation under our acts, and thus 
open the trade? He replied, that he would prefer negotiation. I 
asked,—why! for what will you negotiate? We have nothing to 
do, but to give our assent, and the trade is at once opened. IL had 
the act printed, and handed a copy to Mr. Adams, who had never 
seen it before. He agreed that the terms were satisfactory. 1 


then pressed him to issue his proclamation, and told him that if 


he did not,I should be compelled to introduce a bill. He remark- 
ed, that he wished I would do so, and that he would not only 
sign it, but sign it with pleasure. I cid prepare a bill under the 
order of the senate, and, doubtful whether it might be correctly 


drawn, so as to effeet my object, I sent itto the then secretary of | 


state, (Mr. Clay], with a request that he would correct it if ne 
cessary. He replied in writing to this effect: “that the bill was 
drafted to meet my object, that it was so doubtful whether it_were 


best, to act by a law, or by negotiation, that it was indifferent | 


which course should be adopted.”—The bill was oppos:d by Mr. 
Lloyd, who, it was believed, had the confidence of the executive. 
It failed to become a law, L believe from want of time to act 
upon it. The senator, [Mr. Clay], has said, Mr. Canning had 
observed, that even if the bill had passed, it could not have been 
admitted as satisfactory. ‘Uhis observation may have arisen from 
its being imperfectly drawn, or from some other cause. Perhaps 
the British minister expected that the president would have open- 
ed our ports by proclamation, as be, [Mr. Canning), knew, that 
the president possessed full power to do so, under our acts of 
1823 and 1824, both of which we know, had been draited by Mr. 
Adams when secretary of state. 

I have deemed it necessary, Mr. President, io make these re- 
marks, in relation to the colonial trade as a reply to the obs rva 
tions on this subject which have fallen from the senator from 
Kentucky, [Mr. Clay.] 

(NOTE.) 
The following letter, and accompanying extract from another 


letter, on the same subject, have been received from the secre- | 


tary of state: 
Department of state, Washington, January 30th, 1832. 
Samuel Smith, esq. senate of the United States: 


Sir—1 have the honor to state, in answer to your inquiry of | 


yesterday, that the records containing the instructions of the de- 
partment to Mr. Christopher Hughes, when formerly charge d’- 
affaires of the United States in Sweden, have been carefully ex- 
amined, and that all which js found in them, in relation to the then 
claims of our citizens upon the government of that country, is 
given in the subjoined extract of a Jetter from Mr. Adams to him, 
dated 17th June, 1819. 1 am,sir, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, (Signed) EDWARD LIVINGSILON, 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Adams, secretary of state, to Mr. 
Hughes, charge d'affaires of the United States at Stockholm:— 
Department of state, \7th June, 1819. 

“The president has been absent from the seat of government, on 

a tour to the south and west, since the S5oth March. His return 

to this place, in the course of two or three weeks is expected. 


Since his departure Vr. Russell’s latest correspondence with the | 
Swedish government, on the subject of the Stralsund claims, has | 


been received, as well as that which followed Mr. Russell's taking 


leave of the court. It is painful to perceive the perseverance of | 
the Swedish government, in withholding the indemnity, so justly | 


and indisputably due to our fellow citizens, who suifered by those 
seizures, for which not even a piausible pretext is allcgec. It is 
still more painful to find this denial of justice, accompanied by 
insinuations, neither candid nor friendly, and by allegations, ut- 


terly destitute of foundation. Earnestly desirous of maintaining, | 


with Sweden, the most friendly and harmonious relations, I shail 
reserve, until after the president’s return all further remarks on 
the subject.” 
Remarks of Mr. Poindexter. 
Mr. Poindexier® rose, and said, that an absence of several weeks 


from the senate, occasioned by indisposition, bad, as he was in- | 
formed, been the cause of some delay in the final action of the | 


senate, on this nomination. 


He regretted the circumstance, and even now that he was en: | 


abled to resume the discharge of his duties, he could but ill requite 
the kind indulgence of the senate, in postponing the question on 








*Mr. Poindexter desires us to state, that some of the remarks 
contained in his speech, which we this day publish, were noted by 
him before he delivered his sentiments on the nomination of Mr. 
Van Buren, in the senate, but that the difficulty of standing on 
his feet. for any great length of time, since his recent fall from 
his carriage, prevented his going minutely through all the notes 
he had taken; but that the additions do not materially vary the 
substance of bis remarks, on that oceasion. (Nat. Int. 
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his account, by any efforts of his, to investigate the claims of 
the nominee to public confidence, inasmuch as the delicate state 
of his health would not permit him to enter at large into the va- 
rious interesting topics which had been adverted to in the te- 
| marks of the honorable senators who had preceded him in the 
debate. 


Sir, said Mr. Poindexter, I have risen to perform an unpleasant, 
but an imperative duty, from which I cannot withdraw without 
subjecting my motives to misconception, or misrepresentation, 
in relation to my vote on the question now before the senaté.— 
Having nothing to gain by the rejection of this nomination, and 
nothing to hope, should it be confirmed, I can feel, Mr. President, 
| no other solicitude on the subject, than that which arises from a 
sense of the solemn duty which I owe to my country, and an ar- 
dent desire to preserve the honor and dignity of the American 
| people, free from the stain of that moral turpitude and vicious 
intrigue, which cover the corrupt governments of Europe with 
(infamy and disgrace. For this purpose, and for no ot purpose 

whatever, either of a personal or political character, [have en- 
deavored to inform myself, by all the means within my reach, of 
ithe facts and circumstances touching the merits of the individual 
whese nomination is now under consideration. 1 have adopted 
this course the more readily, because it was,I understand, on a 
previous day, recommended by honorable senators, in favor of 
the nominee, in preference to a full and formal investigation by a 
committee of the senate, Which had been proposed by an hosdtable 
senator from Maine, (Mr. Holmes). Mr. Van Buren has been 
long in the publie eye, bas filled high and important political 
stations, and the influence of his peblic conduct may be traced in 
every department of the government. Whether, therefore, his 
previous acts entitle him to the confidence of the senate and of 
the nation, is a question which each gentleman must determine 
‘for himself,and I claim for myself the hamble vig of pre- 
senting a concise summary of the grounds on which I hope to 
justify the vote, which I shall feel bound to give on his nomina- 
tion. ‘Theevidence to which I shall refer, and which has operat- 
ed on my judgment in this case, is drawn from the history of the 
‘passing events of the ay, and the statements of persons of high 
standing and respectability, Whose integrity and veracity no one 

would presume to donbt, when their names shall be disclosed. 

Sir, itis known toall who have looked into the political move- 
ments of the various parties, which have contended for power, 
within the last five or six years, that Mr. Van Buren entered the 
lists as the friend of general Jackson, long after the commences 
ment of the administration of president Adams. Prior to that 
event, he had lent his influence to a candidate between whom 
| and general Jeckson there existed the most deadly hostility. The 
administration of Mr. Adams had no charms tor Mr. Van Buren, 
and after due deliberation, and a “judicious” estimate of the pro- 
bable results, he became the advocate of general Jackson for the 
presidency, in opposition to the incumbent whose prospects for 
re-election were overcast with doubt and uncertainty, and from 
_whom he could expect no favors, either for himself or his friends. 


| The capital which he brought into the stock of political influenee 
then operating onthe presidential election, was supposed to give 
him aclaim to the highest distinetion, in the event of the suc- 
cessful termination of the struggle. Accordingly, he was placed 
by general Jackson at the head of his constitutional advisers, pre- 
ferring him to other distinguished gentlemen, whose support was 
of longer duration, and, to say the least, equally efficient, and 
whose talents would bear an advantageous comparison with the 
most enlightened statesman in the world. Thus promoted and 
flattered, wielding, as he did, the executive arm of the nation, 
permit me to ask what was the conduct of Mr. Van Buren, then 
secretary of the department of state? Was the bonor and welfare 
of the country or the purity of its character, objeets nearest to 
his heart?) Was his mind free from the bias of undiseiplined am- 
bition; or was he exclusively devoted to his own elevation, re- 
gardless of the means, or of the honor of his venerable ehief, and 
| of the integrity of the party which brought him into power? I 
, cannot answer these grave questions by any thing which falls within 
the scope of my own personal knowledge; but if there be truth in 
facts which have heen detailed to me by men of the first rank 
in the nation, and which I am bound to believe, until contradict. 
_ed by evidence still more imposing, his whole course was marked 
by a systematic Gssue of dark and studied intrigue, which, in its 
consequences, swept into chaos the elements of that patriotic band 
who fought the battle, and gained the splendid victory in 1828, 
which placed on the brow of the hero of New Orleans the civic 
wreath of this grateful country. Discarding all personal consi- 
| derations, for I have neither revenge nor political aspirations to 
gratify, and if I had, they would not enter these wails, to influ- 
ence my deliberations in matters of national concern, I ask only 
the lights of truth, to guide me to a decision which shall accord 
with strict and impartial justice, and secure to me the approba- 
tion of an enlightened people. and what is still more precious, 
the smiles of an approving conscience. 


If, then, the friends of the nominee deem the information which 
| L have received, and on which, for the present, I must rely, inac- 
curate or susceptible of satisfactory explanation, I invite them, I 
urge them, in justice to their friend, to reseue him from every 
shade of suspicion which may be cast on him, by the appointment 
of a committee, to be chosen by this honorable body, who shall be 
charged with the duty of colleeting all the testimony which can 
be adduced, either for or against the nominee, and making.a 
| faithful report of it to the Senate; and ifthe result shonid be sueh 
asio satisfy my mind that the nominee is innocent of the wn- 
worthy conduct which has been ascribed tohim, my vote will be 
given in favor of his nomination, with more real pleasure than 
| Lean feel in obeying the dictates of duty, by denying to him m 
support. To such a committee I am authorized to furnish the 
names of several gentlemen, high in the confidence of the eoun- 
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try, who are ready to testify, on oath if required,to ell the facts 
whieh they have authorised me to communicate to the senate 
on the present oceasion, in a much more enlarged and satisfac- 
tory manoer, than it isin my power to give to them. But I 
must be permitted to remark, that if this invitation is declined 
by the friends of Mr. Van Buren, my vote must be recorded 
against his nomination, confiding, as L do.is the honorable sources 
from which my information is derived. I forbear to dwell on the 
novel and extraordinary character of the instructions given by 
Mr. Van Buren to Mr. Mc.Lane, cur late minister to London, on 
the subject of opening the West India trade. 
sented of the nature and charact:r of these instructions, by other 

entlemen, leave me nothing to add but the expression of my 
eep regret, that under any circumstances, the secretary of state 
acting, either under the influence of his own passions or preju- 
dices, or by the instructions of the president, should dcem it com- 
patible with the dignity of his station, or the elevated character 


of his country, to approach the throne of a foreign monarch in | 


the style of supplication, asking favors on the bumiliating as- 
surance, that the party to which ‘he belonged, exercising the pow 
ers of government, were better entitled to his tender mercies, 
than their predecessors in office, who, it seems had been guilty of 
the crime of demanding, under color of right from his majesty, 
lightened administration recently brought into power by an over- 
whelaing majority of the people were ready to abandon as un- 
founded ‘‘pretensions’” Such an appeal was unnecessary, and 
unworthy of a statesman representing the intercsts and honor of 
a great and powerful nation in itsintercourse with for iza pow- 
ers, and merits the reproof of this honorable body as an intcgral 
part of the executive. 

Bat, Mr. President, what is the history of the conduct of Mr. 
Van Buren in reference to his intercourse with the chief magis- 
trate, and those associated with him in the administration at the 
seat of the nationzl government? He entered the councils of 

resident Jackson with sullen reserve on his brow, under which 

e concealed all bis opinions onthe great questions which agitat- 
ed the nation. He seized on circumstances which pre-existed his 
induction into office, novel in their character iv this country, 
but {familiar at the court of Louis the fifteenth, in France, an 
of Charles the second of England, by means of which he contrived 
to “ride upon the whirlwind, and direet the storm,” and to render 
the credulous and confiding chief, whose weakness he flattered, 
and whose prejudices he nourished, subservient to all his pur- 
poses, personal and political. His plans of operation were shrouded 
m darkness and mystery, and executed by the arm of power; 
nerved by the recent development of public opinion, for the ac- 
eomplishment of his ulterior views—which knew no limit short of 
controling and directing the destinies of the nation. 
lished 


councils, was abolished, and the secret machinery of political in 


trigue, was put into successful operation, worked by the skill of | 


the master spirit behind the curtain. 
around the green cloth was held, where each member was requir- 
ed to unfold his sentiments freely and frankly, of men and mca- 
sures connected with national policy, 

No principles were promulgatd as the standard by which the 
people might test the claims of the administration to their eun- 
fidence and support. 


certainty, in order to catch the breeze of popular impulse in 


whatever direction it might set, and to conform to its overwhelin- 


ing influence. The southern politician who complained of op- 
pression, was soothed, flattered, or threatened according to the 
thermometer which regulated the political atmosphere around the 
walls ofthe palace. 

assurances to satisfy their utmost wishes and eXpectations, and 
the doctrines of the “American System” were adopted and repu- 
diated according to calculations founded on a well arranged 
scale of political profit and loss. 

An effort to restore the ancient usage of cabinet councils, made 
by a few of the most devoted friends of gen. Jackson, was re- 
pelled with indignation, and the friendly interposition falsely as- 
eribed to personal hostility, to a particular member of his cabie 
net. These gentlemen have ever since been looked on with dis- 
trust end suspicion by the president. 

Thus protected from all interfirence on the part of his associ- 
ates in power, and from public animadversion, Mr. Van Buren 
shaped his course tosuit the crisis, kee ping steadily in view his 
ultimate elevation to the first office in 


the gift of a free people. 
Possessed, as he was, of the unlimited confidence of gen. Jackson, 
he very soon found free access to his ear, and by appropriate ad- 


vances, led him into excesses and errors, fatal to the t 


. , } ranquillity 
of the country, without affording the slightest evidence that he 
many Manner, participated in producing the results which he 


anxiously desired to accomplish. ‘Mhe proscriptive policy, pushed 


as it was, to extremities which the public interest did not seem to 


require, and far beyond the practice of any other chict magis- 
trate, has been universally attributed to the advice and influence 
of Mr, Van Buren. This system, cumbined with the whole pat- 
ronage of government, was, as far as practicable, placed at his 
discretion, to smooth the way to the ulterior object of his ambi- 
tion. He made himseifalmost the sole adviser of the president, 
during the first two years of his administration, and every one 
who stoed in his way was made to feel the power of executive 
denunciation. To this cause may be attributed this unprovoked 
rupture between the first and second officers of the government; 
the prostration of those noble and high-minded friends to whose 
unwavering exertions, and lofty eloquence, gen. Jackson must 
feel himself indebted for his success in the late contest for the 
presidency, and finally, the dissolution of the cabinet, and the 
consequent nomination of Mr. Van Buren as minister to the 
court of London. 


The views pre- | 


concessions in favor of American commerce, which a more en 


' ; The estab- | 
ractice of every preceding administration, to hold cabinet | 


No board of consultation | 


Every thing was involved in doubt and un- | 


The monopolists aud office hunters received | 





I have, Mr. President, been put in possession of a communication 
tracing, with great minuteness, and I have no doubt, accurately, 
the means resorted to by Mr. Van Buren, to produce the rupture 
between gen. Jackson and those honorable men who had accept. 
ed his invitation to become members of his political family. 1 

| forbear to read this paper to the senate, because of the peculiar 
matters of which it treats, but [ hold myself ready to deliver it, 
'with the name of the author, to any Committee of investigation 
| which may be appointed to embody the evidence on this subject, 
} I have also received, from a gentleman now in this City, a state- 
mentof a conversation held with the late seeretary of state, aftey 
he had surrendered the seals of office, which I beg leave to lay 
/on the table, as the facts it details are intimately connected with 
| those tiansactions which have occupied so Jarge a share of the 
| public attention, and which 1 regret to say have never been ex- 
plained in a manner to satisfy the moral feelings of the country, 
| Of the writer of this communication, L have very little persona} 
knowledge; but he has the most respectable testimonials of his 
| good character and conduct; and I amgintormed, bas been favor. 
ably known as the editor of a Journal in New York, friendly to 
the present administration of the government, For myself, Ido 
‘ not doubt the verity of his statement, and LI submit it, without 
| comment to those who desire information on the mattcrs to which 


| it relates 


Mr. President, in addition to the unbroken current of testimony 
to which IL have already adverted, showing most clearly the fou} 
means employed by the late secretary of state, to appropriate the 
nameand wel earned fame of gen. Jackson to the advancement 
of bis own ambitious projects, and to overthrow all who obstruct- 
ed his path to political power, I feel it to be my duty to give to 
the senate the substance of a eunversation which took place be- 
tween the president and a member of his late cabinet simultane- 
ously with its dissolution. Sir, the distinguished gentlemen who 
‘inade the statement of this interview is too far above suspicion to 
| needfrom me the eulogy which his character, public and private, 
| su justly merits. His ejection from a station which he did not 
}svek, the dutics of which he discharged with so much eredit to 
| hiasclf, and advantage to his country, is a melancholy evidenc: 
of the frailty of political friendships, when assawled by the ruth 
‘less intrigues ofan amitious aspirant. But sir, the frowns of a 
| delinqu nt friend, clothe ‘with the par dply of power, are impo- 

tent and harmless, when the intende! victim is protected by the 
mild radiance of virtue, and the shield of imperishable honor. 

The president invited this gentleman toa private audience, fur 
_the purpose of making known to him the new arrangements on 
which he bad determined. He commenced with an air of diplo 

matic caution, and studied precision. “Sir, L submit to you two 
letters, which L have received from the secretary of state, and the 
‘secretary of war, resigning their respective offices,and ask for 
them your serious consideration.” “Sir,” replied the astonished 
secretary, “I am a plain man, and your friend. Our intercourse 
j has been of long duration, and you Know that diplomacy is no 
partot my character or yours. Be so good, therefore, as to tell me 
ifrankly, what you intend, and what you desire of me.” “Then, 
sir, I will inform you that I mean to reorganize my cabinet.” 
Very well, sir, Lhope you will profit by the change. I have net 
_ been your frieud fur the sake of office, and I wish only to be m- 
formed whether my conduct while in your cabinet was satisfactory 
to you.” “Sir,” saidthe president, ‘ihave no fault to find with 
you.” “With this assurance,” said the secretary, ‘*1 am contented: 
but allow me to enquire who is to be your secretary of state.” 
| Mere Livingston,” was the reply. “Whois to take the treasury 
i'department?”) “Mr. McLane, now minister in England.” ‘ Who 
| will occupy the navy department?” “Mr. Woodbury.” And 
pray, sit, Who is to replace Mr. McLane in England.” “Mr. Var 
Buren.” And so the conversation ended. 

‘The inference, which is inseparable from these disclosures, must 
be obvious to every man whose mind isin search of tcuth, and 
whose judgment is free from the “malign influence” of prejudice. 

The finger ofa disciplined intriguer is visible in all the various 
effurts made to-dismiss particular members of the cabinet, from 
an early period after the inauguration of Gen. Jackson, until tt 
was elficted in 1831. The object cannot be mistaken; and at this 
day the managers searcely attempt to conceal their fixed purpose 
of designating Mr. Van Buren as the successor of the present clict 
magistrate *nolens volens,’? as they are pleased to expres3 it. Sit, 
on what data cin we reconcile the prompt and unhesitating an- 
'swer given by the president to each inquiry relating to the indi: 
| viduals who were to compose the new cabinet, other than a pre 

concerted and explicit arrangement, formed on mature delibera- 
tion, and a free and fuil covsultation with those whose political 


{ 
| Opinions he was accustomed to take on all subjects of great and 
| absorbing interest to the country? 


Is not the fact as distinctly known to every one acquainted 
with the political movements at the seat of the national gover 
ment, as any on record, that for more thana year preceding the 
| rupture of the late cabinet, no consultations were held, and but # 
| formal intercourse kept up b: tween the president and three o! 
| his constitutional advisers? It cannot and, I presume, will not 

be denied, that the secretary of state had so managed as to oC 
cupy the first place in the confidence and affections of the chiet 
magistrate. The only rational conclusion, therefore, to which I 
ean bring my mind, after a careful and impartial examination of 
this whole subject, is, that the secretary of state prior to bis ow? 
voluntary resignation, had not only ascertained that a general 
sweep Was to be made of all those whose influence he dreaded, ane 
who could not be induced “to bend the knee to Baal,” but bad 
organized a new cabinet, and “though last not least,” bad takes! 
especial care to open an avenue, through which he might with 
safety retreat, ood plant himsclf in @ station still more command: 
ing in the pu! ! ¢ eye,and better calculated to accelerate the ow 
summation of iis ulterior purposes. “Who isto replace Mr. Me 
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Lane in England?’ “Mr. Van Buren.’ Sir, the time at which 
this declaration was made is very remarkable; it preceded the pub- 
lication of the modest diplomatic letter of resignation, im which 
the secretary of state attempts to mystify the causes which bad op- 
erated on his mind, in surrendering the high trust to which he 
had been called by the president. He arttully seeks in that an- 


omalous communication, to excite the sytopathies of the Ameri- | 


can people by pretended selfimmolation, at the shrine of pure, dis- 
jnterested patriotism. He retired to the shades of private life, to 
disentangle the administration of president Jacksou,and to restore 
harmony in his councils! 
mind of the unbought patriot—no mission to London in the vista 
—but the noble sacrifice is magnanimously offered up on the altar 
of public good, with the reservation of such future rewards as a 
grateful people might bestow, on one whose merits could only 
be excelled by the purity of hisintentions! Sir, would it be ered- 
ited by @ virtuous and enlightened people, that, at the very mo- 
ment when these high-souled sentiments and patriotic professions 


were unblushingly thrown before the world, the individual who | 
appropriated them to himself, held the guarantee, that in licu of | 
the ofice which he resigned, he should forthwith be created en- | 


voy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the court of 
St. James! And yet the feet is established, by the conversation 
I have quoted, and strongly corroborated by the letter of the pre- 
sident, in Which he reluctantly accepts the resignation. 

Mr. President, I can view this nomination in no other light, 
thon the result of a systematic course of politics! gambling aud 
intrigue, originating in personal ambition, and prosecuted with 
unrelenting ostracism and proscription, on every bigh minded 
statesman in the nation who refused to subscribe to the articles 
of faith dictated by this nominee, and pres:ribed asa test by 
which the patronage of the government should be cispensed 
throughout this widely extended country. The succession to the 
presidential chair must be secured to this court favorite, and the 
means to accomplish this end, were placed at his disposal. Under 
these impressions, | should be guilty of a gross dereliction of duty 
to the president, and my own conscience, by advising and consent- 
mg to this nomination. I beg to be informed of the necessi- 
ty of so much haste in despatching a minister to Londoa. No ne- 
gotiations were pending which required the presence of a min- 
ister With full powers, at that court. England was represent- 
e| here by a charge d’ affaires. We had a diplomatic agent there 
of equal grade; aud surely the relations between the two nations 
might have been suffered to remain in this equitable condition 
until the annual meeting of congress, when the aivice and con 


: | 
sent of the senate could have been asked, before the public chest 


bad been opened for the outfit and salary of a minister. 

The circumstances connected with this unnecessary precipi- 
tancy renders it obnoxious to the strong-st objections, and war- 
rants the conclusion that it was designed to operate on the action 
o! the senate, in their deliberations on this nomination. L cannot 
subject My Opinions to the control of a premature movement on 
the part of the exceutivy. Sir, I am aware, that for this 


the press as the partisan of acompetitor fur the presidential chair. 
i spurn the imputation. At my time of life, L have nothing to 
hope from the smiles, still lesss to fear, from the frowns of any 
man in power. I honor the man whose heart is pure; whose actions 
through life exhibit lucid proof that he is honest in the cause of 


human liberty; but when Lam invoked to give my sanction to | 


dark intrigue, political management and corruption, at the hazard 
otineurring the dispteasure of ‘*thos> who fel power and forget 
right,” 1 will fearlessly and faithfully discharge the trust reposed 


in me by my country, by a firm vindication of the moral feeling | 


ef the people who compose this young and gigantic republic. I 


will reprove and correct the influence of vice, by inflicting merit. | 


ed chastisement on all who perpetrate it. 
The folowing is the letter reterred to by Mr. P. 
Washington City, Jan, 24, 1832. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowldge the receipt of your note, 
bearing date this morning. 


public accuser of any man holding a bigh and responsible station 
im the government, yet, inasmuch as I consider the subject matter 
of your inquiry as being one of no small degre of importance, 1 do 
not trel myself at liberty to shrink from the discharge of my duty, 
or withhold from an honorable senator, approaching me in his 
senatorial capacity, any information which L may be in possession 


of, touching the subjcct of his enquiry. Nevertheless, I regret) 


that Lam thus called upon to repeat any remerks which may 
have been inadvertently made to a triend. 

Soon after the dissolution of gen+ral Jackson’s first eabinet, 
while the ex-secretary of state, Mr. Van Buren, was in New York, 
waiting the arrival of Mr. Louis MeLane from the court of Set 
James, Isawhim. Being then the editor of a paper supporting 
the measures of the administration, I felt, as was natural, some 
mtercst in the events which had transpired, and which were yet 
to transpire. Lasked Mr. Van Buren who was to take the place 
of Mr. McLane at the court of St. James? He replied that he had 
the offer of the mission, but that he was yet undecided as to the 
propriety of accepting it. He said his friends were of different 
Opunons as tothe policy of his leaving the country at that time, 
there being some arrangements to make in the republican party 

r future Operations. He observed that he was anxious to have 
an interview with Mr. McLane before leaving, ifhe should con- 


cludeto go. On being interrogated by me as to the real causes of)! < mee Gvet £ 
the dissolution of ibe cablact, whuther it was, as had been alleged | SCUrEES % ithin his reach, 
¥ some of the editors, caused by Mrs. Eaton, or by a mutual dis- | Jstilicauion. 
He answered, that Mrs. | vote? 
the matter, but that it was caused more | eoneurrence. 
y the conduct of Mr. Calhoun and Mr. Ingham, who desired 
Jackson from office at the expiration of 
Lest four years of his term of service, and who had endeavor- 


sention among the heads of departments? 
Eaton had no agency in 


the retirement of gen. 





No sinister motives lingercd in ihe | 


inde- | 
pendent exercise of my best judgment, Ushall be denounced by | 


ate It was this mom nt handed me, and, | 
although it is by no meaus desirable to stand in the attitude of a | 
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ed to consummate their designs by fraducing the character of a 
chaste and virtuous woman. On remarking to Mr. Van Buren 
that L thought Ae bad managed well to pass unseathed through the 
fiery ordeal, he laughingly replied,* Yes, lL had seen for some two 
or three months the approach of trouble, and that a dissolation of 
\the cabinet must ensue—the materials of which it was composed 
| being too discordant to continue together in harmony—and, to 
save myself. L thought it Letter to retire in time, knowing that 
it J led the way, the rest must follow.” 
These, I believe, sir, if not the very expressions, are at least 
) the substancesof Mr. Van Buren's remarks to me. I must be per- 
| mitted sgain to express my regret at being thus called on. Having 
| been an original supporter of the pretensions of general Jackson 





which I deemed correct, and being now in retirement, I most 
sinecrely deplore the occurrence of any circumstance which could 
draw me before the public in an attitude that may appear so un- 
friendly to the administration. But, however unpleasant the task, 
when bigh and responsible men call on me, and duty demands a 
compliance with their call, mine is not the provinee to refuse. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Hon. G. Poindexter. SAMUEL E, CLEMENT, 
Rtemarks of Mv. Forsyth. 

Mr, Forsyth makes no epology tor the rough sketch 
he presents of the remaiks made by him in the seeret 
sessions of the senate, on the nomination of Mr. Van 
‘Buren. he speeches against a nomination having been, 

for the first time in the history of this government, 
‘thrown upon the people, itis due to the person assailed, 
that what was suggested on the other side should be 
known. Mr. Forsyth is well aware that, in executing 
his part of this duty, he has done justice neither to the 
subject nor to hims: If ] me 
lregret Mr. Presient, that the senator from Missis- 
sippi, {Mr. Poindexter], bas been so Jong absent from 
his seat, not only because he has been suffering pain, 
but because had he been here, he could have escaped 
the commission of numerous errors into which he has 
been led. The friends of Mr. Van Buren have not ob- 
‘structed inquiry into his conduct; they have challenged 
investigation, offercd it in every and any form consiste 
pent wih the obligations of the senate to ts own cha- 
racter. ‘he senator from Maine,( Mr. Holmes), shrank 
{rom bis own resolution. It was laid aside by the votes 
of those opposed, contrary to the votes and wishes of 
‘the friends of those friendly to the nomimation. That 
senator was distinctly invited by one of the senators of 
New York, (Mr. Marey), to speeily any act dishonora- 
ble tothe character of Mr. Van Buren, and a pledge 
given that the inquiry into it should be made in the ame 
plest manner by a committee having all the powers nee 
-cessary to the establishment of truth. Jhe senator 
,trow Maine was distinctly told by the senator from Ss. 
Carolina, (Mi. Hayne), on what terms he could come 
‘mand his vote. He was told to cover the ground indi- 
heated, by proof, and he would join in the condemnation 
‘of the choice of the president. ‘The senator from Maine 
‘deliberated on this offer, and, after deliberation, aban- 
| doned his resolution, leaving all to grope their way toa 
lconclusion, as accident or prejudice might direct them, 
} 
| 


| to the presidency, and a faithful approver of those of his acts 
| 
} 
| 


| A promise was made, that he should have a committee 
if be would venture upon it, and the offer was deliberate- 
ly and most unequivocally declined. Yet, atter all this, 
‘at this eleventh hour, the senator from Mussissippi says, 
if the friends of Mr. Van Buren will solicit a committee, 
he will give us what he has collected, while confined to 
his sick chamber, and on which his own opinion is forme 
ed, and ii the committee is vot raised, he will, with this 
matter in his pocket, vole against the nomination, In Ore 
\der to preserve the morality of the nation, endangered 
by the bestowal of a new office on a gambling politician, 
| "As the friend, personal and political, of Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, L reject the Uberal offer of the senator, in defi- 
‘ance of bis threatened negative upon the nomination.— 
‘Tet him unite with those who, like him, are so anxious 
ito preserve the morality of the country by rejecting a 
'man whose most odious crime is his rising popularity 
and transcendent ability. ‘he triends of Mr. Van Bue 
lren will not degrade him by asking a committee, to free 
‘him from the suspicions engendered in the senator’s 
‘mind, in his search after correct information, from 
| His character wants no such 
Does the gentleman wish to justify his 
Let him propose a committee; he shali have our 
Does he desire to convince the senate? 
Let him produce the private souree. Information whieh, 
I venture to say, like the only one he speaks of openly, 
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is worthless in the eye of any man who is not embitter- 
ed by prejadice that he can not see truth. ‘his letter, 
by a former partizan, a paltry editor of a paltry news- 
paper, and to prove what? that Mr. Van Buren. said 
that the Jate cabinet was dissolved by the conspiracy of 
the vice presiulent, to drive maj. Eaton from the cabinet, 





and that he withdrew to escape the consequences of the | 
dissolution. Sir, Mr. Van Buren holds no such conver | 
sations with persons who were once his purgizans, and | 
now his enemies. 

But supposing he had declared, or does entertain, the 
opinion imputed to him, Is ita crime which disquali- 
fies him for a high office, that he believes the charge 
made and sought to be established by the late secretary 
of war? If such be the senator’s opinion, can he tell us 
how far the exclusion extends? The senator’s letter 
story is contradicted by his previously expressed opinion. 
What, sir, the most artful man in the world, proclaim 
to a paltry editor that he acted in the manner indicated, 
to escape the storm consequent on the dissuolution of the 
cabinet! 





If it had been true—if such had been his mo-| 


tive, he would have sought to conceal it from himself. | mer nd 
fore he resigned, and a new cabinet to suit his ambitious 


No degree of confidential intimacy could have tempted 
an arttul intriguer to such a diselosure. 


The story if; 
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Buren in the disturbances that preceded the dissolution 
of the cabinet, is forlorn, Let us see the next crime in 
the catalogue of the senator trom Mississippi (Mr. Poin- 
dexter), Mr. Van Baren intrigued the dissolution of the 
late cabinet, teking care previously to secure a sale and 
prominent retreat in the mission to England. It is known 
to every well informed man in this district that Mr. Van 
Buren, by his admirable temper, bis conciliating man- 
ners and unwearied exertions, kept the cabinet together 
long after its discordant materials were so weil ascer- 
tained that its dissulution sooner or later was a matter of 
common speculation. Sir, nobody doubted that the 
parties could not get on together, and the only surprise 
was, that the president did not proceed to restore har- 
mony by the removal of those whose disagreements pro- 
duced the diseord. But Mr. Van Buren had the un- 
paralleled effrontery to resign on motives of delicacy 
and disinterestedness, and as this mode of conduct was 
so unusual it bas excited a vast deal of surmise and won- 
der. ‘The senator from Mississippi (Mr. P.) has how- 
ever satisfactorily to himself solved the mystery. Mr. 
Van Buren arranged himself into a prominent place be- 


views. Now, sir, as to the proof of this pre-concerted 


true, proves a man, whose extraordinary prudence, un- | arrangement for his succommodation and elevatlon,— 


der all circumstances, through a long lile in the stormy 


politics of a vexed and turbulent state, has gained hun) 
the confidence of his friends, and called down upon him | 


i 


the charge of consummate artifice from his enemies, to be | 


a silly driveller—a simpleton, opening his budget of petty 
motives to One whose trade was, to thrive by muking 


himself important by confidential and oracular diselo- | 


sures iv his unknown journal. 

Mr. Van Buren stands ina strange condition before 
us; from the beginning of this administration, before he 
came to the post assigned to him, until the present hour, 
he is heid accountable by a certain deseription of politi- 
cal men in this country for all the evil Ghat has been done 
and all the good that has been omitted. 

Now, sir,—it he is accountable for every thing, if his 
hand isto be traced every where, let him have credit 
lor the goud that has, and the evil that has not, been 
dune. Balance the account of the admitted good and 


| 


| 


evil imputed, and the result will fill the hearts of bis) 


enemies with the bitterest dissppointment. 
this is not the justice intended for him. 
ble for all that is complained of. 
from Mississippi (Mr. Poindexter’s) catalogue. ‘There 
were no cabinet councils—Dil the country suffer from 


Ile is re $ponsi- 


But, sir, | 


Let us see the senator! 


The president told somebody who was a late secretary, 
that Mr. Vab Buren was to go to England, and named 
to him the secretaries, who were to come in; but this 
was after Mr. Van Buren bad resigned. In the inter- 
view, it is acknowledged that Mr, Van Buren’s letter of 
resignation was handed to this volunteer repeater of con- 
fidential conversavion with tbe chief magistrate.* But 





*Since the preceding was in type, the following has been re 


| ceived, and we cannot weil do otherwise than publish it,—that a 


fair view of the case may be presented, without comment: 
From the U. States’ Telegraph of February 9. 

The subjoined are copies of notes which have passed between 
governors Branch and Forsyth, through our hands as the friends 
uf those gentlemen. SAMUEL P. CARSON, 

WM. S. ARCHER, 
Washington City, Feb. 5th, 1832. 

Sir: I have read the printed report of your speech, prepared by 
you for the press, purporting to be the remarks which you made 
in the senate in secret session, on the nomination of Martin Van 
Buren as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the 
court of St. James. ‘The notice which you take of a conversa- 
tiou referred to io the debate by Mr. Poindexter, senator from 
Mississippi, requires that I should ask of you to state to me, eXx- 


| plicitly, whether you did or did not know, or had reason to be- 


this faiiure to follow the example of late administrations, | 
from this adherence to the example of gen. Washington. | 


But there was one cubine: counct/ calied to set ona latly’s 
reputation. 
swerable lor; and is it true, sir, that the honorable mem- 


Indeed: and this Mr. Van Buren is elso ane | 


bers of the late cabinet, who remained so tranquilly at 


their posts enjoying all their emoluments snd honors 
with becoming gratification, suffered themselves to be 
deprived of their accustomed rights of a seat and voice 
at the counci board of deliberations on great matters of 


| 


Vital interest to the public, and yet obeyed the beck and | 
call of Mr. Van Buren, to set upon a lady’s reputation! | 


Of what stuff were they made, that they did not distinetly 


usceriain if this restriction of claimed right, and his in- | 


sulting call upon them to step out of their appropriate 
spheres, was the work of Mr. Van Buren or the sect of 
the president. If the first, why did they not demand his 
dismission, and, if refused, indignantly throw their eom- 
missions in the teeth of the chic! magistrate. ‘The omit 
ted cabinet councils, and the single call, were no such 


dreaditul offences until obliged to follow Mr. Van Bu.) 


ren’s example and resign. The history of last year es- 


tablishes the wisdom of the president in calling no eabi- | 
net couneil to deliberate, as there could have been no | 
harmony in their consultations, and on the single ques- | 


tion said to have been 
shown themselves incompetent to decide. He is not 
competent to decide on a lady’s reputation, who throws 
out of view, on the question of how she should be treat- 
ed, hev guiit or innocence. 1 will not condescend fur- 
ther to reter to the trash with which the publie press has 
beeu loaded and polluted for months, and unless the 
senator from Miississipp!) has better evidence than the 
public has yet secn, the hope of impheating Mr. Van 


submitted the ex-cabmet have | 


lieve, at the time you wrote out your speech for publication, that 
I was the ‘somebody, one of the late secretaries” to whom you re- 
fer us the volunteer repeater of confidential conversations with 
the chief magistrate? Your reply to this communication will re- 
gulate my future action on this subject. Lam, respecttully, yours, 
&e. JOHN BRANCH. 
Hon. John Forsyth. 
Washington, Teb. 5th, 1832. 
Dear Sir: Although perfectly satistied with your verbal decla- 
ration, op reflection since we separated this morning, I think it 
indispensable that the concluding paragraph in the enclosed letter 
should be omitted, or that your remarks to me on the subject of it 
should be in Writing belore au answer to it is transmitted to you. 
J return it to you to adopt either course that may be most agrec- 
able to you. Iam, dear sir, very sincerely. 
JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. Alr. Carson. 
House of representatives, Feb. 6th, 18532. 
Dear Sir: Uf the simple intersogatory contained in the Jeter of 
governor Branch, would be more acceptable to you without the 
paragraph with which it concludes, I am authorised as his friend, 
tu state to you that that paragraph may be considered as stricke” 
trom his pote, not deeming it essential to the substance of his 1- 
quiry. Very respecuully, SAML, P. CARSON. 
How. John Forsyth. 
P.S.—Your note was not handed me till this day, since the 
meeting of the House. 
Washington, Feb. 6, 1832. 
Sir: L have received your note by col. Carson. 
‘The remarks of mine, to which you point my attention, were 
made in answer to Mr. Poindexter, and intended to apply to the 


| person referred to by him, without Anowledge of that person, Oo” 





iny part, then, or at the time my remarks were prepared for the 
press. lam, very respectfully, yours, &e. s 
JOHN FORSYTH, 


Hon, Mr- Branch. 


Washington, Feb. 7, 1832. 


Sir: In your answer to my note by col. Carson, you state that 
overner 
t 


you did not know that I was the person referred to by 
Poindexter as having held a conversation with the president. 
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the senator says it was before the letter was published— 
thence he concludes Mr. Van Buren had made a cat’s 
paw of the president, tor the promotion of his own views: 
a most logical inference, truly. And this new cabinet 
arranged to further Mr. Van Buren’s unholy ambition. 
Is there man, woman, or child in the country, who does 
not know and feel that the change has been beneficial to 
the public, that there is now more strength, more vir- 
tue, and more harmony than there was betore’ Is there 
any man who will hazard his reputation, by asserting 
that the present secretaries are capable of being made 
the instruments of any man’s ambition, or so subject to 
the undue bias of individual influence, as the late? Par- 
lizans are not substituted tor pure, disinterested patriots; 
aud let me say, sir, that more partizans have gone out 
than have come in, But this mission to England was 
not sought by Mr. Van Buren: his friends know that it 
was pressed on him by the president, and that it was re- 
luctantly accepted at the earnest solicitations of friends 
who were satisfied it would promote his own reputation, 
and redound to the honor and welfare of the nation. If 
will not follow, further, the senator’s lead. Long known 
to me asa politician and asa man, acting together in the 
hour of political adversity, when we had lost all but our 
honor—a witness of his movements when elevated to 
power, and in the possession of the confidence of the 
chiet magistrate, and of the great majority of the people, 
I have never witnessed aught in Mr. Van Buren which 
requires concealment, palliation or coluring—never any 
thing to lessen lis character 4s a patriot and as a man— 
nothing which he might not desire to see exposed to the 
scrutiny of every member of this body, with the culm 
confidence of unsuilied integrity. He is called aa art- 
ful man—a giant of artifice—a wily magician. From 
whom does he receive these opprobrious names? From 
open enemies and pretended triends. In the midst of 
ali the charges that have been brought against him, in 


shapes more varying than those of Proteus, and thick as | 
the auiumual Jeaves that strew the vale of Valambrosa, | 


where is the false friend or malignant enemy that has 
fixed upon him one dishonorable or degrading act? It 


innocent of artifice, if governed by a high sense of honor, | 


and regulating his conduct by elevated principles, this is 
not wonderful; but, if the result of skill, of the ars celare 
artem, he must be more cunning than the devil himself, 
to have thus avoided the snares of enemies and the 
treachery of pretended friends. 

it is not possible, sir, that he should have escaped, 
had he been otherwise than pure. ‘Those, ignorant ot 
his unrivalled knowledge of human character, his pow- 


er of penetrating into the designs, and defeating the | instructions to Mr, McLane. 
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little army of objections on the other side of this cham- 
ber:—How many sacrifices of feeling to duty? are we 
not about to witness it all? the honorable senators, of 
Maryland, Connecticut, Delaware, Massachusetts, Ohio 
and Kentucky, are constrained by duty to vote against 
his nomination—and all, on public grounds—no private 
feelings; oh no! nothing like it: public duty against 
private feeling, is the order of the day. And what is 
the dreadful public crime he, Mr. Van Buren, has com- 
mitted? Hear—sir, hear. He has degraded the coun- 
iry by giving instructions to the late minister to Great 
Brita, Mr. McLane, about the West India trade. 
What instructions? Can it be those on which the act 
of 1830 passed—those which have been among our 
printed documents for these twelve months, forming 
part of the president’s communication to congress of 
‘Jan. 1831? Have those honorable gentlemen who are 
‘now so shocked atthe public degradation, so eager to 
punish the author of this national disgrace, been sleep- 
ing at their posts?—no one to cry outjto ring the alarm 
at the dangers to which the public honor was exposed?— 
no one to interfere to prevent the United States from 
being placed at the foot-stool of the British throne? 
Quietly witnes-ing the consummation of the crime, pass- 
ing an act with the knowledge of these instructions, to 
secure the boon, which they now see was begged in the 
name of party from the British crown; we are now 
electrified by bursts of indignation at this first act of 
degradation in the history of American diplomacy. 
What a spectacle is here!—ilow long is it since he who 
was the instrument to bow us down before Great Bri- 
tain, was unanimously confirmed toa post of honor and 
important trust?) Butthe instrument by whom he was 
ordered to act, is to bear the punishment. The author 
ot the instructions, he by whem they were given, is too 
| high to be reached at present; the author of the crime, 
_he who ordered it, eseapes—he who commits it, by or- 
der, goes free; he who conveys the order, answers for 
both, and upon his head falls all the indignation of these 
| incensed senators, acting upon public grounds, and ree 
luctandly performing a PAINFUL-—PAINFUL—duty!!! 





| structions of Mr. McLane; and to make out their case, 
the honorable senators from Massachusetts and Ken- 
tucky have given us a sketch of the history of the West 
_ladia negotiation. Both brought down their narratives 
to the taunting reply of Mr. Canning to Mr, Gallatin, 
given during the late administration. From this point, 
| both these honorable senators found it convenient to 
| slide—no, sir, to leap over all intervening events to the 
With permission, f will 


purposes of his adversaries, seeimg his rapid advance to | fill up. this lithe wnimportant chasm, The terms of 
public honors, and popular confidence, impute to art jthe British act of parliament not having been accepted 
What is a natural result of those simple causes. Extras / by the United States, American vessels were excluded, 


ordinary talent, untiring industry, meessant vigilance, 
the happiest temper which success cunnot corrupt nor 
disappointment sour; these are the sources of his un- 


iby an order in council, from the British West India 
ports. Why this important interest was neglected, we 
have been just told by the senator from Kentucky, ‘the 


exampled suecess,—the magic arts—-the artifices of ing | late administration were ignorant of the act of parlia- 
trigue, to which only he has resorted in his eventtul }ment until it was casually seen by them.” It was not 


lite. Those who envy his success, may learn wisdom 
from his example. 

Having disposed of the catulogue of the senator [rom 
Mississippi, let me advert to the grounds occupied by a 





being now made known to you that I was the person, I wish to 
inquire whether you feel yourself at liberty to disavow the appli- 
cation of those remarks tome. Lam, respectfully, &e. 
JOHN BRANCH. 
Hon. John Forsyth - 
Washington, Feb. 7th, 1832. 
Sir: Your note of this morning informs methat you were the 
person referred to by Mr. Poindexter in the observations alluded 
to in our former notes, and inquires whether I feel at liberty to 
disclaim the application to you of my remarks in reply. 
_ Haviug submitted the subject to some ef my friends, who unite 
in thinking that the inference from the observations of Mr. Poin- 
dexter, under which my remarks were made, that the conversa- 
tion referred to had been confidential, was not warranted, and 
satisfied that the view ofthe subject is corcect, I have no hesitation 
in disclaiming the application to you of the charge imported by 
these remarks, of having repeated a confidential conversation. I 
am, respecttully, &e. JOHN FORSYTH. 
Hon. John Branch, house of representatives. 


Mr. Carson respectfuily requests those editors who have publish- 
the remarks of gov. Forsython Mr. Van Buren's noraination, 
‘© publish, also, this correspondence. 


officially communicated by the English government to 
our government.” ‘*Even when we were colonies, we 
were not bound by British acts of parliament, unless 
specially named in them.” Indeed! is it possible that 
the late administration did not know an act of parlia- 
ment affecting important interests? Where were all 
our accredited ministers and commercial agents in Great 
Britain, that this government was not informed of this 
measure, known to all Europe, and taken advantage of 
by most of the powers interested in it? But it was not 
officially communicated to us. Well, sir, was it offici- 
ally communicated to any other government, interest- 
ed in its contents as we were? 

The British government, [ apprehend, would have 
considered such a communication a gross reflection 
upon our accredited agents. It would have compelled 
them to say, in effect, we communicate to you an act, 
supposing your agents are too negligent of their duty 
to send it to you, What were our ministers and agents 
about; how were they employed, that they did not send 
to their government this important information? 

But the last excuse is worse than all, even when co- 
lonies, we were not bound by acts of parliament in 
which we were not named specially.— What a discovery! 





Well, sir, to this degradation. It is found in the ine. 
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and it is concluded from this wise recollection, that we, by reciprocal legislation; taking the act of parliament 


are not now bound to take notice of acts of parliament) as the British legislation. ‘To obviate the difficulty, 
not spectally and officially communicate d to us. Lima-|attera fair and tull history of the transaction, these 
gine we are not bound by them, communicated to us or! suggestions are presented to Mr, McLane to be pressed 
not, but we are bound to know all those touchmg our) so tar as he might deem it useful and proper so to do, 
interests, and any admiuistration is severely reprehen- | If the British persist in refusmg to hear you, on this 
sible for iguorance of them, and for tailing to avend to) subject, remind them of the circumstances that have 
those that bear injuriously upon the interests of the peo-, occurred; of the dificrence of opinion among ourselves 
ple. The act was, however, at last known, and when) on it; of the abandonment by the administration of those 
Mr. Gallatin presented himself to negotiate, with in-}| pretences that had prevented an adjustment of it; that 
structions to waive all claims that were formerly pre-| they are not to be again brought forward; that the past 
sented, and had prevented an attangement, he was) administration was not amenable to the British govern. 
tauntingly told, you have lost your day in court—the| ment, nor to any other, than the people of the United 
privilege, the von, oficred, had not been seeured by | States, who had passed upon all them acts. Say to the 
accepting the conditions; we have taken our course,| British, it it makes pretensions formerly advanced the 
Hegolixtion is not our plan. Well, sir, what said the) pretext for still declining to negotiate, the sensibility of 
adiministretion, of which the honorable senator, trom | the American people will be deeply awakened.—T hat 
Kentucky, formed a part. ‘Phere was an set of con-| the tone of public teeling, by a course so unwise and 
gress, requiring, on the shutting of the British West) untenable, will be aggravated by the Known fact that 
India ports against us, an interdict by proclamation. | Great Britain had opened her collonial ports to Russia 
Smarting under this taunting refusal to negotiate, what | and France, notwithstanding a similar omission on their 
was done? the execution of an act of congress positively | parts to accede in time, to the terms offered by the act 
directing the proclamation, was suspended by executive | of parliament. And this, sir, is represented as the 
authority for two mouths before (he meeting of congress | language of entreaty, as the begging of a boon, This 
and during the whole succeeding session, tu see it con-) menace of the public indignation; this declaration that 
gress, who had been prevented the preceding session, the late administration was neither to be censured or 
trom legislating—the administration preferring the eelat | praised by foreign nations; was amenable for their con- 
of a negotiation—could not legislate the executive out) duct to no earthly tribunal but the people of the U, 
of the difficulty into which be had placed the country | States, is tortured into a claim of privileges, on party 
by negligence, or, if Uhe scnator lrom Kentucky pleases, | grounds for party purposes, and as a disgracetul attempt 
ignorance of the act of parlisment. We all know how to throw upon a presious administrauion unmerited 
that effort terminated.—The two houses disagreed about disgrace, for the sake of currying favor with a foreign 


the mode of effecting the purpose; both, however, will-| power, and that power of all others, Great Britam, 
ing to tsKe the priviicge on the conditions proposed by | Great Britain could net resist this frank and open and 
Great Britain. ‘The senate passed a bill- the house, |) manly appeal. Committed by their concession mi tavor 


under the influence of the scustor trom Massachusetts, | of France and Russia, and the ministry distinetly told by 


amended it, aud the question was, whether one or the | Mr. McLane, that he would not remain if they declined 
other oblique path should be trodden. ‘The session negotiation, or placed their retusal upon any other 
terminated without legmlalive enactment, aud then, and) ground than an Open declaration, (hat their interests 
not ull then, the proviamation of jaterdiction wes issue) could not permit them to enter into a reciprocal epgage- 
ed. ‘Thus, sir, smarting under the taunt of the Briti-h) ment with the United States, the English cabinet re- 
minister, our administration leit the whole wade in the! luctantly yielded; and then came the most odious fea- 
hands of Great Britain tor six or eight months,—sought! ture in this transaction, that which has sharpened the 
to cover itself from censure by invoking legislative in- | intellect of the Opposition to discover dishonor, in 
terposition, and then, was compelled to act on the suse) ruth, and a want of dignity, in a frank exposition of 
pended statute. ‘The interdict bemy proclaimed, the | frets, is crowning success. Mr. McLane and Mr, Van 
trade stood upon the very advaniageous looting, accord.) Buren, under yeveral Jackson, succeeded in effecting 
ing to the senator’s judgment, Which we have lost bs an Object ot publhe sOlicitude, that Mr. Adams, and Mr, 
the negotiation. Notwihstanding we were enjoying) Civy and Mr. Gailaun and Mr, Barbour could not ob- 
euch eminent advuntigzes, the late administration, in tun. ‘The country was bunuliated by the preceding 
spite of the taunt, directed Mr. Gallatin to try wgain to | adn inistration without success; hence the charge wpainst 
procure what is now disparaged, by opening the Guor of Mer. Van Buren; hence, the overwhelming anxiety to 

i shut in his fuee, Fle) prove, that the suecess of the Jate negotiation has been 
was agaimirepulsed., But this humili 


the negotiation after it had bee: 
Histion Wasnhoetenongh;) purchased by humiliation. The British cabinet desired 
Mr. Barbour was sont to London 


5, and he too bad his notto make the arrangement, t Interlered with great 
instructions, and Went, Cap in fiand, knockin f at the loeul inters sts, and al tiney could, withouta manitest and 


closed door for negotiation. Sir, be knocked at the unjust distinction to our prejudice, they would have de- 
door of the British ministry, wader ci stances hu-) chmed admitting the United States to the privileges 
miliating in the extreme. bo a gentleman should goa! granted to the other maritime powers. Not satsstied 
second time to a house, the proprictor of whi h, spe ake with bis condenination ot Mr. Van Buren’s instructions, 
ing from his window, had dircetcd his porter to deny | the senator trom Kentucky attempts to show us, by re- 
him to the visiter, his visit would have been somewhat, | ring to another letter of instructions, bow this aflair 
like Mr. Barbour’s second exll.—vY: S, sir; yelthe hue) should have becn conducted consistently with his ideas 
miliation was vain—the second as frumless as the first, | of mations! honor and dignity. ‘Phe deter trom whieh 
Such was the condition of tis question when general he has resd, to the senate, exiruets, is ithmk, signed 
Jackson was placed at the head of ane country, One of) ti, Clay. Wall the senator teil us, who is responsible 
the first objects of his administration was the reeovery | for it? dthe is, then be exhibits himself in the singu- 
of the British West India tr ve, an arrangement Of it dar poswien ot # toa (rit pliantly contrasting the work 
upon terms Cf just reciprocity, satisiactory to bath pare | of bis own Land, with that of a rival author, Lhe sena- 
ties, aud, therelore. pProrrsitie to he perinanent, Mir.) tor knows that there were two other instructions, writ- 
MeLane was selected to go to Beztond, vod these mueh | ten by himsebt, of a subsequent date, one to Mr. Galla- 


abused instructions prepared by the jate seeretsry of | tin stter congress tailed to icgislate, and another to go- 
state, Let i) be remembered, sir, these ave instructions | vernor Barbour, neither of which os betore us, anid 

° > ocr ; ! I & o ‘ ' 7 Se 
from the presidentof the United States, to the Amerie | theretore ,hotto be contrasted with Mr Van Buren’s 


can menisier, never intend d for the eye of the British, work. Lam content to abide by the result of a cone 
government, and which in no other country but ours, | trast of the instructions he bas condemned, with those 
would ever have seen the list he has quoted, Letus see how the gentleman’s Jetter 

The opening of this wegolmiion was the chief diffi-| will stand the test ef examination. Mr. Gallatin, he 
culty. ‘To remove it, two grounds ure tuken fi wal) says, was pot instructed to abandon a right; we were to 


be remembered that our retusal to »ut tiberty at a@ more conventcnt scason to resume tt. 
ot the act of puriictie nt, was made 


} ‘ 
secede to the riers 


) (j he ground of re-) Mr. Gallatm was to give a strong proot of our desire 
fusing 10 irs at Ww inh Nir. Gaaliatm nel Vir. i wrbour, ' to CK neciliate by “a iemporary COnCeESssIOn ot what we had 
both of whom went prepared to offer an arrange ment | previously chimed throughout the whole negotation 
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vernment, this is a temporary concession? No, sir, he 
was authorised to waive the claim and make an arrange 
ment on the Britisa basis, Put this into plain language, 
and what was it? strip it of its diplomatic drapery and 
verbiage, and it is nether more nor less than an aban- 
donment of a pretension which, though we had support- 
ed by argument, we were resolved not to entoree by 
power. Sir, this covering up of a plain truth is the 
common trick of diplomacy; it deceives no one, and 
had Mr. Gallatin presented these conciliatory conces- 
sions, they must have been received as a virtual and to- 
tal abandonment of our pretension. ‘The honeyed words 


of right, waived from a coneiliatory spirit, and with the | 


hope of corresponding friendly dispositions, would 
have been received with a sneer, lurking in the offi- 
cial—artificial smile of « thoroughbread diploma- 
tist. The senator insists, however, it was a right and 
nota pretension. if it wasa right, why was it waived 
or surrendered?—For concilmiion’s sake. Why, sir, 
we were the offended party—England had taunted us, 
England had retused once, twice, thrice to negotiate, 
aud yet to conciliate England, we were waiving a well 
grounded right. For what purpose were we thus con- 
ciliating? ‘Lo place the trade on its present footing, to 
the great injury of the navigation and commerce ot the 
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man, and my reasons for withholding my advice 
and consent to his nomination are public reasons. Vhey 
are purely national, in which neither party nor prejudice 
have place. I feel the weight of all that responsibility, 
to be increased by the important measure of reealling a 
foreign minister for causes that implicate him in public 
censure; but Ll also feel fully sustained by the consi- 
derations that shall influence my vote. 


Sir, the true interests of the nation require a minis- 
ter that will represent his country, and not merely ad- 
/vance his party. We want a minister of that lofty cha- 

racter, who will the moment his mission commences, 
drop the habiliments of party, and robe himself in the 
/pure and Joval vestments of his country—his undivided 
country. 1 desire such a man to go forth, forgetting all 
the strifes at home, and remember only that he is an A- 
'merican minister, and to act upon American principles. 
But, when we perceive the gentleman, now betore ue, 
| deliberately at his bureau, mstructing our minister to a 
foreign court to call to his aid in conducting our nego- 
tiations the results of our political contests, | have good 
cause to fear that he does not possess those elevated 
principles, that will dispose him to reject the counsels 


which he so freely and so anxiously communicates to 
others, 





United States.—-Such is the view now taken by several 


honorable senators who have favored us with 


their | 


In the instructions prepared and given by Mr. Van 
Buren to Mr. MeLane, we have evidence not to be 


opinions on this subject. ‘The present administration /mistaken, of Mr. Van Buren’s policy. And it is 80 


waived no right for coneiliation’s sake, sacrificed no 
principle. It stood upon the truth, and the truth only ; 


and whatever may be the custom of others, and the or. | 


purely selfish, as to absorb all considerations of country. 
It is so devoid of American spirit and character, that I 
am compelled, by a high and solemn sense of duty, to 


dinary usages of diplomacyy the administration was | b€ar a decided protest against it. 


right. Nations fold themselves in the robes otf false | 


What is the scope of these instructions? As I under- 


hood, and swell and strut in vain—to preserve an air of | stand them, they distinctly direct our minister to em- 


dignity and decorum, 
own character, or preserved its dignity, that did not 


No nation ever was just to its | 


ploy the influence of party, and of his party too, ‘They 
commission him to apprise the British court of the 


stand at «ll times before the world, in the sobcr and | character of our political collisions, and especially to 


simple garb of truth, 


ger pretenders to skill and artifice; all our wiles are | 


Sir, the character of our diplo- | let him know who triumphed and who were defeated. 
macy has undergone a marked change; we are no lon- | Sir, it is humiliating to think of it. 


These instructions 
urged our minister to put his party in the right and the 


acts and reasons, all our artifice, truth aud justice. | country in the wrong—to refer the British minister to 
The honorable senator tells us that this instruction is | the results of the ballot box here, and to press upon 
false, or else 1 proves Mr. V. B. to have been ecrimi- | that cabinet the vicissitudes of our political controver- 


nally ignorant of whatit was his duty to know. 


Hiow does he make this appear? he wlleges that Mr. | suade them—to what, sir? 


sies—our own domestic differences, as motives to per- 
Why, plainly, to grant that 


V. B. charged the Tate admimistration with being the favor, to extend that privilege, to his now dominant 


first to advance the pretension it subs: quently abandon- 
ed—and this he declares is untrue, the pretension was 
set up belore the late administration came into power. | 
Now, sir, as 1 read this paragraph, Mr. V. B. does not | 
charge the late administration with being the first to ad- 


vance this pretension. “The senator will recollect this | 


party, that was refused to those in whose keeping the 
arrangement of American interests had theretofore 
been confided. This is the first attempt, in our diplo- 
macy with foreign states, to separate the administration 
ot the country from the country. How wanting in all 
justice, as well as magnanimity, was it, to make this 


isa letterto Mr. MeLane, whose personal knowledge | dangerous and unwarrantable assumption, a plea, with 
is appealed to, and who must have understood the wri- | any foreign court? Sir, who is, by our constitution, who 
ler as alluding to a tact of general notoriety, the words | alone can be our public organ, but “the administration ?”? 
are ‘those who first advanced, &c.” have subsequently | And yet hear a clause of these instructions. Mr. Van 
ubandoned, Can any man mistake the meaning--the | Buren really argues the point: **to set up,’’? he pro- 
meaning is perfectly in accordance with the fact? The | ceeds, “the acts of the late administration, as the cause 
pretension was advanecd by the use of the famous else- | of the forleiture of privileges, which would otherwise 
where in our act of congress. An act known to have ) be extenced to the people of the United States, would, 


been penned by Mr. Adams, who had previously oecu- | under existing ¢ ireumstances, be unjust in itsell,” &e. 
pied the ground covered by it, m his instructions to Mr. | &e. 


Rush. lt was Mr. Adams who firstadvanced aud aban- 
doned this ground. ‘The credit or 


Wherefore unjust under existing circumstances? 
eeause, as belore stated, we, that is we, the new men, 
now in power, did not participate in the acts of the late 
ever term belongs in justice to the act, attaches to Mr. | administration, anc, therefore, we humbly hope, that 
Adams, and so Mr. McL. could only bave understvod | we may be spared the forfeidure of these privileges. 


it, and su must the seustor trom Kentucky, if he ex-) This, with other portions of this extraordinary docu- 
amines with a desire to understand it in the spirit of the | 


ment, is so humiliating to our national character, that I 
author, ‘Phere are cousiderations connected with Mr. | cannot consent to countenance it by advising the presi- 
V. B. it Ldeemed it consistent with his honor, that I} dent to appoint Mr. Van Buren to the very court at 
could present to those that hear me, that would not fail | which he has humbled us. No, sir; let us rather meet 
lo make a deep impression upon ther minds, But || the ease at the threshold, with our unqualified disappro- 
ask no remembrance otf Ais forbearance, no recollec- | bation, and never suffer it to grow into the authority of 
tion of Ads magnanimity, | wppevl to no one to imitate | precedent by cur acquiescence, 
his mildness and courtsy and kindness in his deport. | 


the odium, which- 


Why, sir, the consequence of such a course of diplo- 
ment here, nor to judge Aim,as he judged dis rivals lor | macy would be most disastrous—it would perpetually 


fame and power. i demand for hiw, nothing but jus- | distract our public counsels on every change of admin- 
twe—harsh—harsh justice. istralion—nay, on every prospect of a change—on eve- 
Remarks of Mr. Frelinghuysen. ry commotion in the country that might indicate it, we 

I beg the indulgence of the senate, barely to state | should be driven by such measures, to entertain a 
the reasons of the vote, that I shall give on the nomina- | stronger jealousy of our diplomatic functionaries abroad, 
@ou belore us. In this, I regard Mr. Van Buren as a | than of the courts and nations to which they were sent, 
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Are we prepared to say, sir, and have it understood, 
that our politival conflicts are to leave our own shores, 
and cast their influence abroad ? ‘That our ministers 
are to become the agents of a party, and drive its pur- 
poses in such manner and by such means as they deem 
fit? Ltrust not. Let us preserve the honorable and 
manly character of our foreign intercourse: and expect 
and require that our ministers shall, in their discussions 
and conduet, act for their country; and not make a fo- 
reign court the arena on which to play off the intrigues 
or push the interests of a party. 


Remarks of Mr. Moore. 

Mr. President: Ido not now rise for the purpose of 
prolonging this debate. Under all the circamstinces 
of the case, notwithsianding the able views which have 
been presented, and the impatience of the senate, [feel ita 
duty incumbent upon me, not only in justification of my- 
self, and of the motives which govern me in the vote which 
lam about to give, but also in justice to the free and inde- 
pendent people whom | have the honor, in part, to re- 
present, that I should set forth the reasons which have 
reluctantly compelled me to oppose the confirmation of 
the present nominee. Sir, it is proper I should declare 
that the evidences adduced against the character and con- 
duct of the late secretary of state, and the sources from 
whence this evidence emanates, have made an impres- 
sion upon my mind, that will require of me, in the con- 
scientious, though painful discharge of my duty, to re- 
cord my vote against his nomination. But, let it not be 
understood, that Lam opposed to the executive, or his 
administration. On slight grounds | am incapable of 
assuming such an attitude; for, sir, | have the honor ot 
having been associated with my fellow-citizens in ele- 
vating general Jackson to the presidency; and the broad 
principles which elevated him to office continue the bea- 
con lights of my political course. And, sir, it must be 
remembered, that the proud people whose representa- 
tive I am, are too patriotic to wink at the compromise of 
the nation’s honor; too virtuous to encourage intrigue 
and corruption, and too honest to withhold their appro- 
bation from a faithful discharge of public duty. In the 
name of this people, then, whose servant I rejoice to 
call myself,as far as my vote may go, | shall protest 
against that highly reprehensible course of conduct 
which has been pursued by the nominee. I repeat, sir, 
that the vote I shall give does not proceed from hostility 
to the executive. I came here prepared, sand am now 
disposed to give a liberal and generous support to 
the great leading measures of his administration. It 
is, therefore, with no small degree of satisfaction, that 
I can recur to my cordial support of most of those mea- 
sures and nominations which have pussed in review 
before the senate; and especially the nominations of 
his cabinet ministers; and I am_ now, sir, free to 
state, that my vote shall be given for Martin Van 
Buren, as minister to England, if the charges which 
shall have been preferred against him shall by any 


‘means be weakened, or done away. As the friend of 


Andrew Jackson, I have been, and am still, disposed to 
prosecute this inquiry into the trath of the charges, be- 
lieving that it is due both tothe president and to the 


nominee, that every gentleman present should be fully 


satisfied of the correctness of his vote. No man in the 
nation can boast sincerer friendship for the executive 
than J can; no man in the dark hour of trial was more 
fervent in his support, (for 1 was an original advocate 
of his claims.) But, sir, [ cannot obey the slavish dic- 
tates of party discipline. [am constrained to yield to 
the deliberate convictions of my conscientious judg- 
ment. When my reason is convinced, I dare not dis- 
regard her mandates. 

Sir, as has been remarked by the honorable gentle- 
man from Maryland, (Mr. Chambers) 7 too, am aware 
of the danger to which my vote may subject me.—For, 
sir, it is my fate to have bitter enemies; but, sir. it is 
my peculiar fortune to be able to boast of the most sin- 
cere and warmest friends. [ am also aware that the 
malignity of those who cannot appreciate the obligations 
of an honest motive, may cause them to hurl the shafts 
of calumny against me, and attempt to prejudice the 
minds of my constituents. [am awure, tov, that there 
are those whose minds are narrowed to the confines of 
party predilections, on whom those assaults may prove 

















successful, J am also aware of my misfortune in dif. 
fering with my honorable colleague, and that the mo- 
tives which have induced me to assume my stand, may 
be utterly misrepresented. However, atter due delibe. 
ration and reflection, and under a strong impression of 
my high responsibilities, and with a perfect conviction 
ot the approbation of my conscience, and my constitu. 
ents, no satisfactory explanation of the weighty charges 
alleged against him having been given, I am compelled 
(o record my vote against the nomination. 











MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES, 

sc The current volume of the ReeisTER will close 
on the last Saturday of the present month, when a good 
opportunity will be afforded to those who may be wil- 
ling to assist in giving it a new dress, as is intended, or 
in defraying the extra expenses that must be incurred 
to keep up the record of important things, as well as to 
discuss general subjects, as usual, 

Mr. Van Buren. Some of the facts brought out, 
in consequence of the Jate rejection of this gentlemay 
by the senate of the United States, have uncommon in- 
terest, because of the excitements of party; but we 
cannot attend to them until our columns are relieved 
cf the debste; and then they may be registered, 

Meetings have been held at Albany, New York and 
Philadelphia, disapproving the rejection of Mr. Van 
Buren. here was no meeting held in South Carolina 
or Ohio to disapprove of the recal of Messrs. JMid- 
dleton and Harrison, and the supply of their places by 
Mr. John Randolph and Mr. Thomas P. Moore. Ani 
a meeting has also been held at New York to support 
the ‘‘constitutional right of the senate,” as to the re- 
jection of Mr. Van Buren. 

There were two meetings at New York against the 
senate, and both are called ‘‘failures.”? The ‘*Sentinel” 
states that that at Philadelphia did not exceed four hun- 
dred persons, ‘at most”’—and decidedly says that Mr. 
Dallas or Mr. Wilkins will receive the Pennsylvania 
nomination for vice president, by the convention that is 
to assemble on the 5th of next month. 

Mr. Hayne, in his explanation about the editor of 
this paper, &e., took the opportunity to modify his pro- 
posed amendment to Mr. Clay’s resolution. Ina more 
full report ot his remarks, he is made to have said— 
‘That amendment had been originally intended to em- 
brace what he understood would be the proposition of 
the Free Trade Convention. tle had understood, how- 
ever, since, that it varied somewhat from that proposi- 
tion; and when he should! be made acquainted with the 
precise character of the views presented in the memo- 
rial of that convention, he should probably modity his 
amendment so as to conform to them.” 

We only ask that Mr. Hayne will not object to the 
proposition of any gentleman who shall model his plan 
after the views of the Wew York Convention—because 
thinking it wrong that the opinions of that body should 
be plainly introduced to the consideration of the senate! 
We make this remark, because general Smith could see 
“lobby members” from the latter, but none from the 
former body of individuals. So wide is the difference 
between meum ani tuum. 

What we said of the act of 1828, shall not be retired 
from. It was intended by many that no tariff bill should 
be passed at that session, though they quailed at the re- 
sponsibility of the yeas and nays, and made coward cal- 
culations that the eastern members would reject it, be- 
cause they had rendered it offensive to them—and so it 
nearly happened. We refer Mr. Hayne to the opinions 
of his triends, Messrs. Gilmer, Cambreleng, and others, 
on this point. ‘They are on record, We saw the wand of 
the “magician’”’ at the time alluded to—-and well knew 
the game that was playing to defeat the passage of any 
bill concerning the tariff, while pretending to an ardent 
zeal for the support of domestic industry; thas to tickle 
the people, but perfeet the “combinations”? which gov. 
Floyd spoke of. Most of the puppets used on this oc- 
casion, are heard of no more. ‘They served the pur- 
nose, and have been cast aside among the old rubbish--- 
the discarded cups and balls of the wire-workers of that 





day. 
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The act of 1828 was not such as we wished it should 
have been; and we doubted whether there was not more 
evil than good in it, but it was thought best to take it, 
with a view to future amendments, and it was improved 
in the senate. But in certain respects, (such is the elas- 
ticity of the American people) that they have partially ac- 
commodated themselves so as to reduce the evil,—and 
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muke the most of the good; and after a while, perhaps, 
the law of 1828, with a few exceptions, and new enact- 
ments to prevent frauds, may do very well. 





CuaRLtestun, Mr. Hayne’s remarks on the reduced 





tonnage Owned at Charleston, and Mr. Clay’s reply, 
give more than usual interest to the following facts de- | 
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and shall doit, as weil as bring up the lee-way made as 
to other matters—if there shall be a brief cessation of 
exciting subjects ip congress. } 


Woot. We mentioned in our last that the farmers 
were protected by an efficient duty of 65 per cent. on 
wool, and have before us an invoice of three bales of 
wool received at Baltimore, from Germany. The cost 
of this wool, as ascertained at the custom house, was 
$465 40, and the duty and other charges, exclusive of 
commissions, made an aggregate cost of $791 32, which 
sum was pad by the importer—or say seventy per cent. 
advance on the cost. 

The natural effect of such protection will be—the 





rived from an official account of the foreign arrivals and | abundant growth of wool in our own country, if its mae 
departures of vessels, at that port, for the last three ; nufacture is also efficiently protected; otherwise wool 


months of 1831. 











Total 
Arrivals. Ships. Brigs. Am, Br. 
Octuber— American 2 3 5 
British 3 7 10 
Novem.—American 2 5 7 
British 4 1 5 
Decem.— American 1 4 5 
British 2 3 5 
Departures. 
Octuber— American 1 5 6 
British 0 3 3 
Novem.—American a 0 4 
British 2 5 7 
Decem.— American 6 6 12 
British 7 2 9 | 
Totals 39 39 
Apd there were srrivals and departures of other 
foreign ships and brigs : 12 
§1 
39 
Balance in favor of foreign vessels 12 


The preceding is abstracted trom the official report 
of “Samuel Alexander, harbor master,’ of Charleston, 
and presents a deauliful specimen ot ‘free trade!” Yet 





Mr. Hayne complains of the decline of Charleston,— 
and that her last ship was sold, sometime ago. 

JOURNEYMEN TAILORS. Among the laughable move- 
ments of the times, is the petition of some journeymen 
tailors of Philadelphia to congress, for a reduction of 
the duty on woollen cloths! Jhey are protected by an 
efficient duty of 5U per cent.—-and the price paid tor 
their labor is more than twice as high as in London. 
When we shall agree to reduce the duty on cloths, 
to the ruin or loss of the wool grower and manufacturer, 
and the sacrifice of scores of millions of dollars vested 
by them, we shall certainly take off the duty assessed 
on British ready-made cloths. If right to pay the taxes and 
tythes of Britésh larmers, and manufacturers of cloths— 
it must needs be right also to employ British tailors. 


Mr. cLay’s spercu. ‘The * National Intelligencer” 


of Tuesday last says— 


Nearly the whole of yesterday’s sitting of the senate | 


was occupied by Mr, Clay in the conclusion ot his ar- 
gument on the tariff, He spoke more than three hours, 
und was briefly replied to by Mr. Smith, of Maryland, 
between whom and Mr. C, some passages tullowed, of 
60 warm a character as to call forth the interposition of 
the chair, 

We should have supposed that the public appetite for 
the debate had been in some degree sated by the pre- 
vious displays, but vesterday the crowd which pressed 
nO the senate chamber was even greater than on any 
lormer day. Indeed, the jam exceeded any thing of the 
kind which we ever before witnessed. In the galleries, 
t seemed to us that men literally stood on others’ 
shoulders, Below, the chamber was almost entirely 
filled with ladies—not seated, for the greater part of 
them it wag impossible to furnish with seats—but stand- 
‘ng, in Compact mass—and this for tour or five hours. 
Truly, one knows not which most to admire in the fair 
auditory—their intellectual relish or their power of en- 
durance, 

(We shall insert this speech, of course, when receiv- 
ed,and would gladly give place to Mr. Dickerson’s 
very sensible and strong remarks on the same subject, 


cannot be grown as a ‘‘crop.”? England has nursed her 


woolien manufactures for more than a century, and they 
have become strong; but the ¢‘free trade” folks will not 
allow our’s even to “cut their eye-teeth,” before they 
would turn them defencéless on the world. As things 
stand now—it would be a suicidal act to disturb the duty 
on wool, and nobody thinks of it, except those opposed 
to the system; even the duty on coarse wool, imposed 
by the enemies of protection to sink the bill of 1828, has 
found friends, in the belief that its effect will be a full 
supply of better articles in lieu of those hitherto made 
exclusively from it. ~ 





Cotron. During a late week, the clearances of cote 
ton at New Orleans amounted to 8,422 bales—of which 
3,620 weve for Liverpool, 1,106 Grenock, 328 N. York, 
1,951 Boston, 396 Baltimore, 713 Portsmouth, N. H. 
and 303 Providence, R. I. ‘Total to foreign ports 4,706 
—to domestic ports, and chiefly for the factories, 3,716. 
This is a pretty little item. 





“Saxon soeep.”? The letter of general James Tall- 
mage, and the case stated by him concerning the fine- 
woolled Saxon sheep, inserted in the RecisTeR of the 
14th ult. page 373, has caused the receipt of two com- 
munications trom practical men, contesting the princi- 
ples laid down in the article referred to. We desire to 
give them a speedy insertion, and shall make room for 
them as soon as we can. ‘The subject is highly inte- 
resting, but will not suffer by a little delay. 





IMPRESSMENT OF SEAMEN! lt is gravely stated in the 
‘*Globe,” that Mr. Van Buren was commissioned to nes 
gotiate concerning the impressment of seamen. We 
thought that question had been sunk in the ocean with the 
hulk of the Guerriere, or snugly buried in the swamps of 
Louisiana: and that the people had fully determined 
that, on the high seas, the stars and the stripes should 
protect all sailing under them—and that a search shall 
not, under any circumstances, be permitted, unless by 
civil process in British ports, or ‘‘tresh pursuit” of de- 
serters. ‘lhe proposition to negotiate about impress- 
ment would seem partially to admit the “right” as 
claimed by the British—which we regard as altogether 
inadmissible, and will not agree to consider, 





THE CHICKASAW TREATY. The debate on this treaty 
has been exciting. We intend to publish some of it. The 
facts disclosed, it they had happened in other times, would 
have caused no small stir among the people. 





Tue cnorzra. ‘The msyor of New York has order- 
ed that, in consequence of the spread of the cholera in 
Europe, all vessels arriving from ports ia the Mediter- 
ranean, or the western coast of Europe, including those 
of Great Britain, shall anchor at quarantine until ex- 
amined by the health officer. 

A summary notice of the spread of the cholera in 
England, will be found under the head of foreign arti- 
cles. It has appeared also in the neighborhood ot Edin- 
burg, and fears are entertained that it will become ge- 
neral, 

‘Tne season. A letter to the editor from Vermont, 
dated Jan. 17, says—there had been a severe thaw, which 
had almost spoiled the sleighing—that the green sward 








was then being ploughed up for the spring crops; for it 
had not been frozen in the pastures and meadows un- 
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Jive millions, 374 housand and 46 bushels. 
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der the snow, though the preceding month had oe 
the coldest within the recollection of the oldest inhabi- 
tants, : 

THE MAJoniITy system. ‘There are yet two vacant 
seats in the house of representatives—one tor a member 
from Massachusetts, and the other for a member from 
Vermont—because that, as three eandidates were voted 
for in each district, no one had a majority of the whole 
number of votes, as is required in these states, though 
some six or eight trials to elect have been made in each, 
uta great waste of time and money, and excessive har- 
rassing of the minds of the people; who are friendly to 
certain great interests, but cannot agree on the person 
who shall representthem, It is possible that such vacan- 
cies might be the ruin olf those interests. 

_—_~< 

“A nascaL!” A piece of paper was sent to us 
the other day from the *‘far west,” very prettily orna- 
mented and marked as a five dollar bank note. Ut pur- 
ported to have been manufactured at the Salem and | 
PHILADELPHIA MANF’E co. New Jerseys —the 
word **Salem” being printed in small letters. “*Phila- 
delphia” im large ones, and the ‘Mant’? so flourished 
that they might be taken, on a slight observation, tor the 
Jetters BANKS; and the whole fora note of the Phila- 
delphia Bank. 

This paper bears evidence on its own face of a design | 
to deceive. We sent the rogue back from whence he 
came. Whether the vagabond is from an old swind- 
ling shop at Salem, or a new issue, we do not know. 























THE SLAVE TRADE, Some of the British vessels on 
the coast of Africa, being in pursuit of a slave vessel, 
the villains on board of her threw 180 slaves into the sea, 
manacled together, four of whom were picked up and 
saved. We hope that all nations will soon agree to re- 
gard this trade out-lawed, so that the simple fact of be- 
ing caught with slaves on board shall cause the death of | 
every person engsged inthe business. <A few well-arme | 
ed vessels wou!d then soon end this infernal business, | 

| 
{ 











and it must be seized with a strong hand. 
onus 

TaxES—RUINOUS TAXES! Mr, scnator Benton, in a) 
report of the debate upon his salé Gill in the United | 
States says:— 

“The sgricu'tural interests were, however chiefly | 
concerned in the salt duty. In the great reg on which | 
is watercd by the king of rivers, whose essent al inte- 
rest is agriculiure, this duty chicfly operates. ‘Through | 
the port of New Oilcaus, we send thirteen millions of | 
éushels of salt mio this region. For the salted pro-| 
Visions put up by the western farmers, the salt which is | 
male by solar heat can alone be used.” | 

Thirteen millions of bushels of salt! which, until | 
very lately, p id a duty of 20, now 10 cents a bushel,— | 
a tax, of two millions six hundred thousand dollars | 
upon the people of the valley of the Mississippi!—who | 
never use any Kenhawha, or Sandy, or Goose Creek | 
salt, to cure their meats! The senator, of course, speaks | 


of the consumption of a year, for if be talks of the. 
possible consumption of ages, or of a century, he talks | 
nonsense, The whole amouut of salt, imported into) 
all the ports of the union, during the year 1830, accord. | 
ng to this year’s tre asury report, (pamphlet p. $4) WAS | 
Less than 
one tenih ol which, in all probability, was received at 
New Orleans. Sut what will the farmers of the west 
think of the senste’s being told, dy a western senator, | 
that they use no salt for provisions, but the alum, or | 
hard coarse salt of the West Indies—when they know 
that there is notone bushel in a thousand of what they 
use which is not made at some ot the works in the) 
western country ? [Frankfort Com. 
GP Tie preceding is not quite equal in **magnitude” 
to Mr. Cambrcleng’s creation of 8,648,868 tons for the 
coasting trade of Great Britein—being, perhaps, the 
xmount Of tLonnusge in all the world—trom that ot the 
largest ship that floats to the birch eanoe of the Indian— | 
but runs a parallel with some of the famous and “honor. | 
uble” gentlemaun’s ca'cu/ations as to the duties that are | 
pad on foreign woollens; and is exactly fitted to some ot 
the statements furnish«d to the senate of the U. States 
by an impored friend of American interests, (Mr. Sur- 


substituting industry for idleness. 


| ner al assembly, met, 
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chett), no other worker in iron being capable of Getting. 
up the thing so handsomely. 





PENNSYLVANIA. The “entire”? Democratic conven. 
tion, which assembled at Harrisburg on the eighth of 
January, to nominate a governor of the state, electors of 
president and vice president, &e.and consisting of about, 
or less, than forty persons, as heretolore mentioned 
seems to have entirely tailed, by the declination of most of 
the persons honored with a nomination on that Occasion, 
though regarded as **whole-hog”-men—to use the lute 
elegant term of furious party. Among the resigned is 
the celebrated George Kremer! He ‘‘eould not go 
it.”? The ‘official organ” for Pennsylvania, the ¢j). 
quirer” at Philadelphia, says—*‘It is only necessary for 
us here directly to state, that all the resignations that 
have taken place from either of the tickets nominated by 
the state convention, have been made by the friends of 
the gevernor—men who would rather sacrifice the pre. 
sident than peril the re-election of George Wolf.” 

The friends of gov. Wolf, however, give us to under. 
stand that their opposition is mainly against the succes. 
sion of Mr. Van Buren to the presidency—which it ap. 
pears was the real object ot the abortive convention to 
promote. 

On the 2d inst. Dr. Burden offered the following re. 
solution in the senate of Pennsylvania— 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives, 
Ke. that the senators from this state in the congress o| 
the United States be instructed, and the representatives 
requested to use their exertions to obtain a renewal of 


‘the charter of the bank of the United States during the 


present session of congress, with such alterations, (if any 
be necessary ), as may secure the rights of the states, 

When this resolution came up, the speaker of the se- 
nate offered the following substitute— 

Whereas, the charter of the United States bank will 
not expire till the year 1836,* and, whereas in re-char- 
tering an institution so important, the utmost circum. 
spection should be used with regard to its provisions, 
and whereas those provisions would not, in the opinion 
of this legislature, be well adjusted during a period ol 
high party excitement, Theretore, 

Resolved, Vhat in the opinion of this legislature the 


| present session is not a propitious period tor acting on 


this question. 

Resolved, Vivat the attempt by the bank to conneet 
this matter with party poliics, is unwise and ought to be 
repudiated, 

Debate followed, and the substitute was lost, only 
two or three voting for it—and then the resolution pass- 
ed unanimously; and, being sent to the house of repre- 
sentatives, it was promptly agreed tu—77 for, 7 agumst 
it. t 

‘The following resolution, which had sometime pre- 
vious passed the senate, it we recollect right, unanimous- 
ly, was before the house of representatives on the 3d inst. 

Whereas, protecting duties are in strict conformity to 


the spirit and letter of the constitution of the United 


States, tend eventually to lower the price of goods, en- 


courage agriculture by creating a home market, give 


employment to our own citizens in our own country, 
instead of maintaining the subjects of foreign nauons, in- 


/cresse commerce by extending internal trade, and, by 


affording articles of export, preserve public morals by 
And, whereas, under 
the operation of the tard, the nation has enjoyed an unex- 


ampled degree of prosperity, which can only be perpe- 
_tuxted by a steadiast support of the system: 


therefore, resolved, by the senute and house of repres 
sentatives of the commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in ge- 
‘That it is the opinion of this le- 
gislature, that any reduction of duty on articles which 
enter into competition with such as are produced or mae 





*lt has been contended that is a censure on the pre- 
siJeut, for agitating the question more than two years 


j ueo. 


+The senate of New York, 20 to 10, have passed a 
vote against rechartering the bank. It was yet pending 
in the other house. All the banks in the city of New 


York have united in a memorial praying that the charter 
of the bank may be renewed, 
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pufactured in the United States, would be inimical to 
the true policy and best interests of the nation, 

Several amendments were proposed and put down, 
One was ‘that the protection of American manufuctures 
should be fostered as far as is compatible with the peace 
and harmony of the union,’* but it was not supported by 
any other than the mover and seconder, ‘he resolution 
was passed. ° ’ _ 

CANAPA appears to be very considerably excited. The 
people are getting warm in several parts ot the provin- 
ces, and the government is exerting a high hand over 
them. Mr. Mackenzie, twice elected to the legislature 
of Upper Canada, has been twice expelled, for alleged 
libels on the legislature and government; many exciling 
questions are before the people, contending for more 
liberal opinions and just practices; and Mr. Mackenzie 
was about to proceed! to England to lay them before the 
government athome. In Lower Canada, the editors ot 
the Montreal ‘*Vindicator” and of the ‘*Minerva,’’ have 
been arrested, and, without a jury trial, condemned to 
imprisonment by the legislative council; and in the house 
of assembly of this province, it is stated that Mr. Audi- 
tor Young threw a candlestick at Mr. Solicitor- general 
Ogden’s head! 

Canada contains a large share of the elements of revo- 
lution, and they will assume a form and substance at an 
early day. ‘he officers of the state and in the church, 
sent out to make money, are, as such persons gene- 
rally must be exceedingly offensive to the settled popu- 
lation. 

JAMAICA was in great alarm and confusion because of 
insurrectionary movements among the slaves. Martial 
jaw had been proclaimed, and the troops were ordered 
to shoot down all who did not immediately surrender at 
discretion. Atms had been found in some of the huts, | 
and to a considerable amount, Many plantations had | 
been destroyed. ‘The following proclamation had been | 
issued— 
Montego bay, head quarters, St. James’ Jun. 2, 1832. | 
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To the rebellious slaves, 
Nezroes—You have taken up arms against your mas- 
ters, and have burnt and plundered their houses and | 


expendec itself. ‘hese are the chicf places mentioned 

— New Castle, North Shields, Gateshead, Vynemouth, 

South Shields, Houghton le Spring, Pensher and Had- 
dington—and in Wales. ‘The whole amount of cases, 

recoveries and death is not easily ascertained—but the 

reports would show the probable amount of cases up to 
the Slst Dee, at not less than 1,500, of which more than 
one-third ended in death. It was observed by a French 
physician, who had been sent to examine this disease at 
Sunderland, that “it begins where other diseases end—in 
deauth.”? At Gateshead the disease »ppeared all at once 
in the attack of 39 persons—59 new cases were report- 
ed on the next day, and about 90 more in two days—of 
the latter 42 died within these days and 13 recovered. 
lt is insisted that, in one instance, the disease was com- 
municated by rags, &e. Persons of all sages and condi- 
tions are allacked—but the chict victims of the cholera 
are the intemperate, and its favorite places of resort in 
filthy streets and among filthy persons. 

The British king’s speech on the opening of parlia- 
ment re-urges the reformation of the commons—speaks 
of the ‘distress that prevails in many parts of his domi- 
uions,’? and it is severe—acknowledges, with great con- 
cern, the existence of the cholera at Sunderland—noti- 
ces afflicting results in Ireland, because of opposition to 
the payment of tythes, and suggests that, while the 
church is protected, something may be done to remove 
the cause of compla:int—mentions the late scenes of vio- 
lence at Bristol—aud throws out a general idea that the 
peace of Europe will not be interrupted. 


Dollars at London. Dee, 50—4s. 94d. per oz. 

‘The reform bill again passed the British house of 
commons on the 16th Jan. For it $24, against 162. 

‘There has been a dreadful explosion in a coal mine 
near Wigan. ‘Lhe depth of the coal from the surface, 
was 1,245 feet. “‘wenty-eight persons were killed. 

Two ruffians named Bishop and Williams were lately 
convicted at London of **Burking”—that is murdering 
three persons to sell their bodies to the surgeons; and 
execution swiftly followed their condemnation. Their 
practice was to stupily their victims with rum and lau- 


buildings. Some wicked persons have told you that | danum; and then put them head-foremost into a well— 
the king has made you free, and that your masters with- | when the “*business was soon over,” and the rum and 
> ‘ 


hold your freedom from you. In the name of the king, 
{ come among you to tell you you are misled. |! bring 
with me numerous forces to punish the guilty, and all 
who are found with the rebels will be put to death 


without mercy. You cannot resist the king’s troops. | 
Surrender yourselves and beg that your crime may be) 
pardoned. All who yield themselves up at any milita-| 


ry post immediately, provided they are not principals 
and chiefs in the burnings that have been committed, 
will receive his majesty’s gracious pardon. All who 
hold ovt will meet with ceriain death. 

WitLovucuny Corron maj. gen. commanding. 


(CP The period may be a little delayed—but nothing | 
is more settled in our judgment, than that a black belt | 


will extend from Cape Antonio, in the island of Cuba, 
to the southernmost point of Trinidad. ‘It is as fixed 
as fate”--and this result had better be calculated than 
the value of our union! 

One account says that the negrocs, 15,000 strong, had 
possession of the interior of Jamaica—il so, and they 


are resolute, it will be hard to dislodge or destroy them. | 


The history of the Maroons is familiar to every body. 





FOREIGN ARTICLES—BRIEF NOTICES. 
GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


The British kingdoms are much agitated—to an un-_ 


common degree of privation and suffering and acts of 


violence, in some parts, are added terrible apprehen-| 


sions of the cholera, and fearful considerations concern. 
ing reform. If the house of lords shall again reject the 
bill, serious disturbances are expected. The British 


laudanum discharged, to prevent suspicion. Every 
| thing belonging to these fellows is detailed with John 
| Bull length and eagerness. ‘Lens of thousands attended 
| their trial, tens of thousands their execution; tens of 
thousands examined their bodies exposed after death, 
, and tens of thousands have visited, with intense curiosi- 
ly, the scenes of theiv atrocities, Five guineas were 
paid for good seats to see the hangings. 


Ireland is in a terrible state, because of poverty, op- 
pression and violence. The payment of tythes is re- 
sisted in many places. At Waterford, a mob of several 
thousand persons, many armed with pitchforks, alter 
receiving the fire of the police, which killed three of 
them, rushed forward and slaughtered fourteen of their 

_enemivs, and so badly wounded several others, that they 
_would die, “The people seemed converted into savages, 
from their manglings of the bodies of the police-men. 
| ‘Phere has bcen a great riot at Aberdeen, m which an 
) anatomical theatre was destroyed asa **Burking shop.”’ 
| O'Connell was attempting to get up a sort of a pa- 
| liament tor Ireland, to meet at Dublin on the 9th Jan, 
, ‘The following is given as an extract from one of his 
| late harangues; he seems resolved to nullify England: 
| © England, strong as she is, with Scotland and Wales 
pouring in on her—I will give them Fiance too—paltry 
Spain, Portugal, the states of Italy, and they may add 
the Russian autocrat; and in oppositiun to these, let only 
all the Catholics, Protestants, Presbyterians and Dis- 
senters of Ireland, put shoulaer to shoulder in the field, 
aud we will defy them--( Tremendous cheering.) Every 
mountain in trelendis a fortification—every road is a 


people were never, perhaps, more excited than at the | defile—(Query, Knocklopher?)—and, in fact, such mili- 
present time; and it seems very possible that many ot | tury positions and advantages no country ever had; and 


their artificial institutions, such as the corn laws, ty thes 
and other monopolies, must soon give way—and ‘‘great) such a 


will be the fall thereof. ”’ 


We have a long list of places in the vicinity of Sun- 


it agreed amongst themselves, what country ever had 
garrison?” 


The french chamber of peers, 103 against 70, have 
passed the Jaw which abolishes hereditary peerage in 


derland, at which the cholera was raging, though de-| France. ‘This has added tresh fuel to “reform” in Eng- 


clining in the town just named, seeming to have neevrly 


lJand. 
























































‘occ ale 


2 Sa enn epee omen © 


aad 


weet not eee 


: 


438 NILES’ REGISTER—FEB. 11, 1832—-CONGRESS. 





Senne 





There was tumult at Grenoble, but soon suppressed 
by the military, because of supposed over charges of a 
tax gatherer. 

The French troops on the Belgie frontier are held 
ready to march at a moment’s notice. It is thought that 
the king of Holland will again appeal to arms, 

The proposals of gen, Lafayette to grant civil rights 
to the Polish refugees in France, had been rejected by 
an immense majority in the bureau, and will, therefore, 
not be readin the chamber. Algiers is to be a French 
colony. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The whole loss of the Russians in the late campaigns 
in Poland, is put down at 180,000 men—of which the 
capture of Warsaw cost 30,640. The Russian army in 
Poland is 150,000 strong. The Poles are governed with 
a high hand. 

Gen. Torrijos, and his party of about 50 men, having 
left Gibraltar, and being tollowed by a Spanish armed ves- 
sel, were compelled to throw themselves on the coast 
of Malaga,—where they were captured and shot, amidst 
the shouts of the people, excited by the monks. 

There is areport of a revolution at Rome, in which the 
pope lost his life, and great excesses were committed, 

The cholera had entirely subsided in Egypt. An 
Egyptian fleet, of seven heavy frigates, seven corvettes, 
seven brigs and schooners and twelve gun-boats, with 
many transports, and 3,000 infantry and 1,200 artillery, 
had sailed tor the reduction of St. Jean d’Acre, and ex. 
pected to procceed to Damascus. 

Gen. Bermudez has been assassinated in Cumana by 
general Carrera, and the people are called upon ina 
turious handbill to take a general oath to revenge bim. 

**Ferdinand 2nd, by the grace of God, king of the 
Two Sicilies, of Jerusalem, &e. &c.”? has condemned a 
number of his subjects to death, because of a riot that 
took place in Palermo. The charge against them was 
that they had conspired to overthrow the public peace 
to enrich themselves. 





The bank of England had notes amounting to upwards | 


of eighty millions of dollars in circulation, in the year 
1830— This circulation was much contracted in 1851. 

‘The loss by the fire at St. ‘Thomas’ is estimated at be- 
tween 2and 5,000,000 dollars. ‘he light was seen 72 
miles. 

‘The cholera has committed dreadful ravages in Ara- 
bia—its victims are said to have been 45,UU00, in one 
month, 
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On motion of Mr. Foot, the senate resumed the eon. 
sideration of Mr. Clay’s resolution on the subject of the 
tariff—-when 

Mr. Clay resumed his argument, and continued speak. 
ing until 3 o’elock, when, being exhausted, he asked the 
further indulgence of the senate—and 

The senate adjourned to Monday. 

Februarv 6. Mr. Smith presented the memorial of 
Charles Carroll, of Carroliton, and about two thousand 
others, praying for the renewal of the charter of the U, 
States bank---referred. 

Mr. Webster presented a similar memorial from sun. 
dry citizens of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Chambers presented the resolutions of the legis. 
lature of Maryland, recommending the erection of light 
houses on certain points on the Chesapeake bay. 

Mr. Wilkins presented the memorial of the Chess. 
peake and Ohio canal company, praying an enlargement 
of powers, 

On motion of Mr. Chambers, the resolution relative 
to the celebration of Washington’s centennial birth day, 
was taken up; and agreed to---and 

On motion of Mr. Aing, the vice president was una- 
nimously authorised to appoint on the part of the senate, 
a committee of five members. 

‘The senate then resumed the consideration of Mr. 
Clay’s resolution on the tariff---when Mr. Clay, ad- 
dressed the senate for about three hours, in conclusion of 
his speech, 

Alter some remarks from Messrs. Smith and Clay, 
(which caused the intervention of the chair), Mr. Hill 
gave notice of his intention to address the senate, and 
moved an adjournment. Adjourned. 

February 7. ‘The journal having been read, 

Mr. Vazewell rose and asked to be excused from 
serving on the committee appointed in conjunction with 
the committee of the other house, for the purpose of 
making arrangements for the celebration of the centen- 
nial birth day of GronGe WasuHiNnGTON, the first presi- 
deut of the United States. He had opposed the resolu- 
tion, though his own vote, and that of two others, who 
with himself had given dissenting voices, had, from the 
condition of the senate, not been observed by the pre- 
siding officer. He considered that the deput:tion should 
express an unanimous opinicn in relation to the busi- 
ness on which they were to act, and, as he entertained 
different views, was compelled to ask the senate to ex- 
cuse him from serving. Man-worship, how great so- 


The new voleanic island inthe Mediterranean was ra- | ever the man, Mr. T. said, he would oppose. 


pidly diminishing, and it was thought would soon disap- 
pear. 

The number of Poles at present in banishment amount 
to 62,000, 

The lace trade at Nottingham is at the present mo- 
ment, depressed beyond all parallel. 

Several ladies have been thrown into convulsions on 
hearing the unknown tongues at Mr. Irving’s Scotch 
church, and at the present moment there is a young 
lady laboring under mental derangement from the same 
cause! 


London was lately enveloped in a fog as dense as any | 
with which it has been visited for years. The mails and | 


other coaches were conducted out of town by men with 
torches, 
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February 3. A report from the navy department con- | 


cerning seamen On joreign service, was ordered to be 
printed, 

The éommittee on public lands were discharged from 
further considering the memorial of the assembly ot 
Indiana, praymg that ten years actual settlement on, 
and cultivation of, lauds, should entitle such settlers to 
the same. 

Mr. Hayne reported the bill providing for a revision 
of the rules and regulations of the naval service, without 
amendment. 

The bill authorising subscription to the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road company; and the biil to give effect to 


| 


Mr. J'azewell was excused, 

Mr. TJ'roup, for similar reasons, was also excused, 

Mr, Vb hite, of Vennessee, said precisely the same rea- 
sons a8 influenced the gentleman from Virginia, also 
disqualified him from serving. He had opposed the re- 
solution, and asked to be excused; and was accordingly 
excused from serving. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, made a similar request, and 
was also excused, 

The vice president communicated a report from the 
navy department, and one from the treasury department; 
the first transmitting a statement of the appropriations 
for the service of the navy for the year 1831; and the 


other a statement relative to the affairs of tbe Bank of 


the United States, in answer to Mr. Benton’s resolution 
of the 24th ultimo. 

Mr. Poindexter presented a memorial from the legis- 
lature of the state of Mississippi, praying for a grant of 
land for purposes of internal improvement. 

Mr. Smith, of Maryland, presented the memorial of 
the Marine Bank of Baltimore, praying for a renewal 
of the eharter of the United States Bank. 

Mr. Dallas presented a similar memorial from the 
Commereml! Bank of Penosylvania. Also, a memorial 
from sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, praying for le- 
gislative interference in behalf of the Cherokee Indians. 

Mr. Bell, otf New Hampshire, presented a memorial 
from the Exeter bank of New Hampshire praying for 
the renewal of the charter of the bank of the United 
States, 

Mr. Hayne wade a report reeommending surveys to 


the commercial arrangement between the United States! be made of the Narraganset bay, with a view of ascer- 


and the republic of Colombia, were severally read the 
second time and referred. 


taining the practicability of establishing a naval depot 
and expedition post thereon, 
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The vice president communicated from the war de- 

artment abstracts of the mailitia returns for 1831. 
‘Also, a report of the commissioners of the sinking fund 
for the last year. 

The bill from the house for the relief of David Dar- 
den, was ordered to a second reading. © 

Mr. Dickerson reported the bill tor the reduction of 
the duties on Indian blankets, and recommended its in- 
definite postponement, 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of 
Mr. Clay’s resolution on the subject of the tariff, aud 
Mr. Hili addressed the senate at length, in reply to 
Mr. Clay. He was followed by Mr. Mangum, in op- 
position to the resolution. Ata late hour Mr. Wuan- 
gum, who had not concluded his argument, gave way 
to a motion to adjourn; and the senate adjourned. 











February 8. Mr. Dickerson who hid been appoint- 
ed in the place of Mr. White (excused) on the joint 
committee to take order for celebrating WasuInGToNn’s 
centennial birth day, asked to be excused, and was ex- 





cused accordingly. 

The said committee,on the part of the senate, now 
consists of Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, Mr. Poindexier, 
Mr. Chambers and Mr. Bidd. 





Mr. Sprague submitted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the late “arrangement” made between the exe- 
cutive of the United States and Great Britain, relative to a trade 
between this country and her colonial possessions, gives to Bri- 
tish vessels an advantage in transporting articles to their West 
India colonies greater than is secured to American vessels, and 
violates that principle of reciprocity in navigation, which our | 
government has heretofore sedulously and firmly endeavored to | 
maintain. 

Resolved, That said *“tarrangement,” and the president's pro- 
clamation of the 5th of October, A. D. 1830, opening the ports of | 
the United States to British vessels, was not authorised by the | 
act of congress of 29th May, 1830. | 

Mr. Wilkins submitted a resolution relative to appeals | 
to the fsupreme court of the U. States, in certain cases, | 

Mr. Maillas moved that the report received yesterday | 
from the secretary of the treasury, inreply to Mr. Bene | 

} 
; 


” 


ton’s resolution relative to the currency of the U. S., 
bank, be printed and referred to the select commitiee 
on the bank. 

Mr. Benton had drawna resolution which he sub- 
mitted, for referring this report, with instructions to 
inquire into the legality of the orders, issued as curren- 
cy by the bank to the committee on the judiciary. 

A debate ensued, in which Mr. Jtenton, Dallas, Smith 
and Johnston took part. | 

Alter desputching some morning business, the senate | 
resumed the resolution of Mr. Clay, relative to the | 
tarifi—when | 

Mr. Mangum rose and addressed the senate about | 
two hours in conclusion of his speech. When he bad | 
finished, | 

The senate spent some time in the consideration of | 
executive business, And then adjourned, | 


February 9. Atter the despatch of some murning | 
business, | 

The senate resumed the consideration of Mr. Clay’s | 
resolution: respecting: the tariff. | 

Mr. Tyler, of Va. rose and addressed the senate for 
two hours against the resolution—when being much ex- | 
hausted from fteebleness of health, he gave way toa} 
motion to proceed to the consideration of executive bus- | 
iness—and the senate, after spending some time therein, 
adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Friday, Feb. 3. Alter various reports from com- 
mittees, 

Mr. Thomas, of Lou. moved a joint resolution pro- 
posing the appointment of a joint committee to inquire 
into the expediency of celebrating the centennial birth 
day of general George Washington. 

Mr. Adams suggested the propriety of moditying the 
resolution by striking out the word ‘‘general.” 

Mr. Thomas accepted the modification. 

Mr. Taylor suggested another verbal amendment; 
Which was also accepted. 

Mr, Adair, thought it would have been better to re- 
tain the word “general” and inserted before it the word 
‘major,’ so as to read “‘major general”—as in his opi- 





nion the fame of general Washington rested chiefly on 
his military services. 

Mr. Adams replied-—-he considered the services ren- 
dered to the country by general Washington ina _ civil 
capacity, quite as important and worthy of commemora- 
tion as his military achievements; and that the simple 
name **George Washington,” expressed more than if it 
were accompanied with a whole volume of titles, civil 
or military. 

The resolution was amended so as to read as follows: 

Kescived, ‘That a jomt committee of the two houses 
be appointed, for the purpose of making arrangements 
for the celebration of the centennial birth-day of George 
Washington. 

On motion of Mr. Wickliffe, a committee of twenty~ 


four members, one from each state, was appointed on - 


the part of the house. 
Mr. Duvis, ot Mass. moved aresolution relative to the 


'claims of that state for military services rendered dure 


ing the late war. 

The house then resumed the consideration of Mr, 
Everett's resolution relative to the Chickasaw treaties—— 
when 

Mr. Evans, ot Maine, addressed the house in reply 
to Mr. Clay, of Ala. and Mr. Polk, ot Tennessee. 

The debate was cut short by a motion to proceed to 
the ordcrs of the day. 

The engrossed bill to pay for David Darden’s horse 
Romulus, was read the third time and passed. 

Several private bills were then severally taken up and 
disposed ot——and the house adjourned, 

Saturday, Feb. 4. The resoluiion relative to the 


| Chickasaw treaty was again taken up. 


Mr. Cave Johnson, of ‘Vennessee, addressed the house 


(in explanation of the circumstances of the transaction— 


condemned, in the most explicit terms, the conduct 
both of the commissioners who negotiated the treaty, and 
of the lessees to whom the reservation of the Chicka- 
saws was leased—yet he declared himself opposed to the 
inquiry. 
Mr. Pendleton, of N. Y. advocated the resolution. 
Mr. Clayton, ot Georgia, was opposed to the form of 


the resoluvion--and offered an amendment denying that 


treaties made with the Indians do come within the -mean- 


\ing and i.tention of the constitution conferring the treae 


ty making power on the president and senate; but that 


they are mere compacts or bargains made by the autho- 


rity «aforesaid, 

Mr. Whittlesey then moved the house to proceed to 
the orders of the day, which motion prevailing, 

Fourteen private bills were considered and severally 
ordered to 4 third reading; and then the house adjourned, 

Monday, Feb. 6. Sundry memorials favorable to the 
renewal of the charter of the United States Bank, were 
presented and referred, 

The speaker presented a memorial from the Creek 
Indiaus—reterred, 

The supplement to the act to provide for certain per- 
sons engaged in the land and naval service of the United 
States during the revolutionary war, was made the order 
of the day for Monday next. 

The act relative to the cultivation of the vine and the 
olive was twice read and committed. 

The bill making further provision for the West Point 


| military academy, was committed to the committee on 


military affairs. “The house acjyourned, 

Luesduy, Feb. 7. Mr. Sevier moved an inquiry as 
to the qualification of voters in the territory of Arkansas. 

On motion of Mr. Hardweill, the committee of mter- 
nal improvements were instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a bill for the survey of the 
entrance ot Catfish creek, in the state of New York. 

Mr. vdnderson submitted a resolution to ingnire into 
the propriety of amending the law relative to the return 
of destitute seamen, 

A mesaage wus received from the president on the 
subject of the regulations of England, France and the 
Netherlands relative to their fisheries: 

The house resumed the consideration of Mr. E. 
Evereit’s resolution relative to the Chickasaw treaty, 

Mr. Fitzgerald, ot Tenn. delivered a short speech 
against the resolution---and was replied toby Mr. Eils- 
worth--- when 
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aye —— —_-— —-—— - -_———_——— ee —_— 


On motion of Mr. Polk,the house proceeded to the con- | appertionment bill, the question being on striking out 





sideration of the apportionment bill. “he question be- | **48,000” and inserting 45,000.” 
ing to strike out 48,000 and insert 44,000, as the ratio} On taking the question the motion was lost—yeas 65 
of representation. nays 118. : 
The yeas and nays being ordered, A motion to insert 46,000” was also lost, 
Mr. Watmough, of Pa. addressed the house in favor Mr. Vanee then moved that 644,400” be inserted jp 
of the low ratio---when he had concluded, a call of the | lieu of §£45,000,"” 
house was ordered---and on the yeas and nays being Mr. Wickiife moved a cull of the house, which was 
tuken, there were, yeas 88 nays 102. So the proposed | sustained. 
amendment was rejected. Mr. /dams advocated the amendment in an earnes; 


Mr. Clay, of Ala. moved to strike out “forty-eight” | appeal to the large states, and particularly to Pennsy|. 
and insert ‘‘forty-seven”---determined in the negative | vania, to sustain the proposed ratio, which would retayy 
by a vote of yeas, 65, nays, 127. for the old states their present number ot representy. 

Mr. Kerr, of Md. then moved so to amend the bill as to | tives. 
strike out “forty-eight” and insert ‘forty-five,’ but be- | Mr. Coulter replied at some length, and submitted lig 
fore the question was taken, the house adjourned, {reasons tor resisting the appeal of Mr. A. Mr. Cla 

Wednesday Feb. & Mr. Drayton made a report jand Mr. Polk opposed the amendment, and Mr. Way, 

sy Byte geae y " ~ | Mr. Letcher, Mr. Carson and Mr. Slade, advocated jt 
accompanied by a bill to prevent the separation of cape | > atgpeta Nata nd ligt” a ge en dines a il 
tains in the line of the army from their companies, for | isn O27 a ps + Foot ‘ 2 the #8 i oa a 
the better organization of the United States’? military : é for, : J¢ again 1 al . 
j 

} 

| 














. The house beimg equally divided, the speaker voted iy 
academy, and for other purposes; twice read and com- ‘jpomgeny 5 ’ 4 i aa 
mitted the affirmative, and decided the question in favor ot thy 


. amendment. 
Mr. McDuffie, trom the committee of ways and oa i was then made by Mr. PE Ly Ae 
means, reported the following bill: _ , ‘the bill, with instructions to strike out 644,400” with , 
A bili to reduce and equalize the duties on imports. | Vin of insertina **53.000.” which was finally nezatives 
Be it enacted, &c. ‘Vhat from and alter the 50th day || Se re a Sey See on en ee 
; st .:;7 | by a vote of, yeas 66, nays 129, 
of June next, there shall be levied, collected, and paid, | The he 7 in dhl cabeatiel 
on all iron and steel, salt, sugar, cotton- bagging, hemp, | spine ey selina fataaahaat 
flax, and manufactures of iron, cotton, aud wool, import. | x. hursday, feb. 9, Mr. Davis, of 5. C. reported » 
ed into the United States, dutics of 25 per centum ad | bill making further provision for the naturalization 0! 
valorem, and no more, until the S0ih of June 1833; after | aliens, twice read and committed, : 
which the said duties shall be 183 per centum ad valo-| On motion of Mr, 4. Condict the committee on inter. 
rem, and no more, until the 30th of June, 1834; after | nal improvements were directed to inquire into the pro: 
which the said duties shall be 125 percentum ad valo- | priety of making an appropriation to defray the expenses 
rem, and no more. ,of a survey ofthe river Delaware, witha view to the im 
And be it enacted, That from and after the 50th day | provement of its channel trom Trenton falis down wards 
of June next, there shall be levied, collected, and paid | Xe.; forthe survey of the river Raritan, with a view ( 
on all other merchandise imported into the United | the improvement ofthe channel from the city of New. 
States, 124 per centum, ad valorem, and no more; ex- | Brunswick to Perth Amboy, and for the survey of (le 
cept such articles as are now imported free of duty, or | Passaic river, 
at a lower rate of ad valorem duty than 12) per cencum. 
The above bill (which was twice read and committed) | quire as to the expediency of improving the navigation 0 
was accompanied by a report of considerable length. | (ye Monongalia river, 


When it was announced, Mr. Davis, of S. C. moved the following resolution 
Mr. Ingersoll said he would avail himself of the pre- | Which was read, and laid on the table, viz: 
sent moment to state, that he differed toto ce@lo trom the | — That the president of the United States be requeste: 
majority of the committee by whom the report had been to lay efore this house any correspondence or information | 
, 1 i "y ke all i ay | his possession, which may, in his opinion, be communicated wit 
made, it was true, he stood in a small minority in the | out injury to the service, shewing the actual condition of ov" 
committee of ways and means on this question, only one | diplomatic relations with the government of the republic 
gentleman (Mr. Gilmore ) agreeing with him in commite Colombia; the present situation of that government, to what es 
tee, in regard to the protective policy of the country. | te" and on what provisions its authority is recognized, and suc 
H (" it She « anak tant > gPor ew , “* | other information as may be requisite to direct the judgment ol 
6 hac Hearc the report read but once, and had no Op- | this house in relation to the estimate for the diplomatic service 
portunity to examine it before its introduction, and furs | of the U. States, proposing an apropriation tor the outfit aid 
ther time would be necessary before the minority would | salery ofa charge des affaires to the republic of Colombia. 
be able to prepare a counter report. He considered the On motion of Mr, Holland, the committee on publi 
report and accompanying bill as aiming at the subversion lands were instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of the manutacturing interests, the er ut mechanical in- reducing the minimum price ot ‘barren lands in Florida. 
terests, and, he might add, the navigating interests too,| On motionot Mr. C. P. White, it was 
at least so far as the fisheries are concerned. | Resolved, That the committee of commerce be instructed © 
“0.3 taal vie , } inquire into the expediency of providing by law, that the sli)! 
Mr. Verplanck claimed the right to express his. own and vessels of the United States may -be registered, enrolled a" 
dissent to the report of the chairman of the committee; licenced, de novo: and that the said registers, enrolments, and | 
he oceupied a singular and solitary position; neither _cences should be issued without expense to the owner or owe! 
agreeing with the views of the majority nor minority, | Of Such ships 1H vessels. And also, that said committee inquit, 
: a . A, OPA . ; | into the expec vency of providing by law, that the account © 
1 he report contained many principles and arguments | hospital money receivable from the enrolled and licenced ves" 
with which he agreed; but he protested against much ot employed in the coasting trade, pursuant to th aet of the 161) 
it, which represents the great burden of the existing | July, 1798, for the reliet of sick and disabled seamen, shall 
taciff laws as falling almost exclusively in heavy taxation verified by the oath of the master or commander of said vest’ 
. : “ ° +) pee wero er Tor , egleaer ‘ { 
upon the planting or cotton exporting states, whilst the Mr. Jercer’s resolution offered yesterday, was | 
northern and middle states received trom it nothing but | *©" UPs aud a debate of an hour ensued: the resolut r 
benefits. He made his personal protest now, and should | VS supported by Messrs. Cambreieng, Mercer, %0 
hereafter make a more formal one, by a more formal davis, of Mass., and opposed by Messrs. Vilci's 
report. He objected also to the expediency of intro- |! S.C. Drayton and Barnwell. 
ducing the bill in its present form; from the sweeping The resolution was adopted by a vote of, ayes 120, 
reduction of duties, it offered no satisfactory basis for nays 61. 
the final adjustment of the present question. Messages were received from the president relat! 
Mr. Mercer offered a resolution authorising the print- | to the ratification and exchange of the convention be 
ing of the report of a select committee of the house of }tween the United States and France, and the tre) 
commons of Great Britain on the use of steam carriages | between the United States and the Sublime Porte. 
on common roads, with the minutes of evidence and ap- The house took up the apportionment bill, and va" 
pendix attached thereto. . ous amendments were sugvested as to the ratio of re 
The house then proceeded to the orders of the day, Sé 


a presentation, and arguments had thercon—the ho" 
and after passing a number of private bills, took up the i without coming to any decision, however, adjourne¢ 


On motion of Mr. Dodd idge it was resolved to in 


—_———— 











